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Jordan Yochim

Fellow Members of the LJCC Community,

Lawrence Jewish
Community
Congregation

Over the past two weeks since Marty announced her resigna on, the
board has been discussing the ways this represents an opportunity, a turning
point perhaps, and how it might best serve our community's aspira ons for
itself.

www.LawrenceJCC.org

As many of you will recall, at the annual mee ng in June we had an
important conversa on about the nature of our congrega on. We all
seemed to recognize that this nature has changed - our congrega on can no
longer rely on highly engaged volunteers who have the me and energy to
lead the various programs of the LJCC year in and year out. As devoted to the
LJCC as we each may be, in our own ways we are each mul -commi&ed whether as individuals trying to establish our careers and lives, as young
families balancing work and children, as middle-aged pishers like me who
want to give back but s ll have full- me jobs, or as alte-cackers enjoying
re rement, travel, mahjong, grandchildren. Today, the LJCC is but one of the
several or many things important to each of us. In response to this change in
the nature of our congrega on, at the annual mee ng we collec vely agreed
to try a new approach - to hire a program professional to support and
facilitate our best inten ons and eﬀorts to make the LJCC a vibrant home for
Jewish life in Lawrence.

(785) 841-7636
ljcc@sunflower.com

As reported to you throughout this year, our eﬀorts to raise funds to
accomplish this goal, to hire a full- me program professional, have achieved
only modest results. But now we have an opportunity to approach this goal
in a diﬀerent way. Instead of replacing Marty with a full- me administrator,
the board has decided to hire a full- me program director. This posi on will
look very much like the one proposed to the congrega on last June. In response to congrega on concerns and in acknowledgement of the success of
our religious school director, however, the board has elected to remove the
religious school responsibili es from the new posi on. That has allowed us
to re-cra, the posi on with more volunteer support and membership engagement responsibili es. This new full- me posi on will be aided by a partme administra ve support employee (another new posi on) and will receive enhanced ﬁnancial management assistance from our current contract
accountant. The new program director will work in close coordina on with
our current religious school director and security coordinator. Despite the
scope of these changes, they will all ﬁt in our new, somewhat enhanced
(thanks to your addi onal dues!) budget.
This is a very unexpected but exci ng me for our congrega on. The board is
moving quickly to ﬁnalize the posi on descrip on and launch a search for
our new Jewish programming professional. As soon as that person is hired
Cont. on page 3
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Shabbat
Service Times
Saturday, Feb. 8
10:30am
With Sam Brody &
Carrie Caine

Friday, Feb. 14
7:30pm
TBD

Friday, Feb. 21
7:30pm
TBD

Friday, Feb. 28
7:30pm
With
Shiray Shabbat
An oneg follows
each service.

All are Welcome!
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February Calendar
Thursday, Jan. 30 7:00pm

Friday, January 31 7:30pm
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Yahrzeit

Dorothy Cohen Keltz
February 2, 2002
Paula Finkelstein
February 3, 2008
Arthur Jolly
February 5, 2008
Norman J. Zabusky
February 5, 2018
Jean Rombach EllenShabbat Service
bogen
February 6, 2006
with Barry Shalinsky Leon Friedson
February 7, 2002
Ethel Black
February 7, 2005
Oneg sponsored by William E. Lassman
February 10, 2009
Renee’ & Bogi
Anna Goodman Munczek February 11, 1997
Perelmutter
Donna "Weedle" Caviness February 12, 2008
Norm Forer
February 12, 2010
LJCC Religious
Nathan Einstein
February 14, 1947
School
Hadassah Singer
February 15, 2013
Alfred Simon Zehngut
February 15, 2000
Beverly R. Rosenfeld
February 17, 2019
LJC Religious
John Gordon Baird
February 19, 2008
School
Ludwig Fischbein
February 22, 1981
Sol Marks
February 23, 1934
Shabbat Torah
Mary Edwards Paretsky
February 23, 1998
Service with Carrie
Harry Salkind
February 26, 1991
Caine & Sam Brody
Lorene Zukav
February 26, 2008
Jacob Elliott Shalinsky
February 27, 2006
Shabbat Service,
TBD
Mi Shebeirach

Adult Education
With Rabbi Mark
Levin

Saturday, Feb. 1

9am noon

Saturday, Feb. 8

9am noon

Friday, Feb. 14

7:30pm

Saturday, Feb. 15

9am noon

LJCC Religious
School

Friday, Feb. 21

7:30pm

Shabbat Service,
TBD

Sunday, Feb. 23

9:30am

LJCC Board meets

Thur. Feb. 27

12:30pm LJCC serves LINK

Friday, Feb. 28

7:30pm

Shabbat Service
with Shiray Shabbat

Chloe Rombach
Daryl Cantor
Neil Brooks
Marc Frost
Jim Schneider
Corinne Anderson
Shirley Garfield
Chaim Reuven ben Dina
Terri Rosen
Ben Levy
Gail Brooks
Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg
Dave Hiebert
Steve Rothenberg
Susan Shafer-Landau
Lois Schneider
Goody Garfield
Susan Zuber-Chall
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we will "ﬁll in the gaps" with a part- me administra ve assistant. Opportuni es to
par cipate in the search process will be provided once we know more about the
ming of the process and pool of candidates. In the mean me, if you have ques ons or concerns about this approach,
or if you or someone you know might be interested in learning more about the job, please get in touch with me.
Pres. Message cont. from page 1

Once again, thank you all for your dedica on to the LJCC. This is a very special community - open, devoted, rich in
tradi on and personality. It deserves - we deserve - the best. It is the board's inten on with these changes to ensure
that our congrega on will be well cared for in the years to come.
B'shalom,
Jordan Yochim, President

News from the Ritual Committee
Cheryl Lester
The Ritual Commi&ee met on 1 Dec 2019. Carrie Caine (chair), Sam Brody, Jack Winerock, Susan Elkins, and Cheryl
Lester welcomed our newest member Barry Shalinsky. Most of our me was spent reﬂec ng on the High Holidays and
looking forward to planning for next year. We discussed many exci ng ideas, but we want to proceed with more
informa on from LJCC members about your preferences. Toward that end, we encourage you to send your comments
and sugges ons about HH services via email or phone to Barry Shalinsky (785-424-7172) or via a simple online survey
h&ps://docs.google.com/forms/d
e/1FAIpQLSckN9vNqI0DMRuzQFuXthZ2Vmyy03hKY5FYQ4o8_g0aB8hhog/
(at
viewform?usp=sf_link) if you wish to remain anonymous.
We also want to oﬀer some context for some innova ons we have proposed. All of them involve communal ways of
remembering and honoring our loved ones and beloved members of our community. All of them are connected to the
prac ce of reci ng kaddish. Enabling its membership to fulﬁll the obliga on of remembering loved ones is an essen al
func on of a synagogue and, because remembering loved ones is ritually associated with making charitable dona ons,
it is a standard way of solici ng contribu ons to support ritual prac ces.
When do you say kaddish for your loved ones? On their yahrzeit, for one thing. You also say kaddish for those you remember on the four Jewish holidays that include a Yizkor service: Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Pesach, and Shavuot.
Synagogues commemorate yahrzeit dates through memorial yahrzeit plaques, such as those in our sanctuary. Even if
there are no living descendants to say kaddish, memorial plaques endure as remembrances. Synagogues read the
names of individuals memorialized by plaques at Shabbat services during the week or month of their death, and
synagogue newsle&ers o,en print the names as well. Synagogues send le&ers to members and former members reminding them of yahrzeit dates and encouraging them to a&end services to say kaddish at the appropriate mes.
Yizkor services, held four mes a year, are not typically very long. Some synagogues oﬀer two Yizkor services, one
before working hours, to accommodate everyone wishing to say kaddish. Typically, Yizkor is accompanied by a memorial booklet that includes the names of individuals that members of the community wish to remember, along with
prayers recited on Yizkor and instruc ons about visi ng the cemetery. A long-standing tradi on at the LJCC has been to
oﬀer Yizkor on Yom Kippur only, and to recite a lengthy list of names. We hope to enhance our prac ces of
remembrance as we shi, to a new prac ce.
Our goal is to make it possible for everyone to say kaddish for yahrzeits and up to four Yizkor services per year. We plan
to begin sending le&ers to remind you of the appropriate dates of the yahrzeits you wish to observe, to oﬀer up to four
Yizkor services per year, and to produce a meaningful and well-organized memorial booklet. We believe this will be a
meaningful way to solicit dona ons throughout the year to support and enhance High Holiday Services, which we
con nue to oﬀer to members and non-members at no charge.

CONTRIBUTIONS
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Dec. - Jan. Contributions
General Fund
Germain Halegoua & Benjamin Schwab
Linda & Larry Maxey
Martin & Maureen Winkler
In loving memory of Edward Winkler
Barry Shalinsky & Robin Rosenberg
David & Susan Millstein
In memory of Neil Salkind
Anne Schulman
In memory of Hope Abels, sister of Martha Taylor
Martin & Maureen Winkler
In honor of Carrie Caine & Sam Brody for their
dedication and service to the LJCC
Morris & Sally Kleiner
In memory of our dear friend, Loraine Lindenbaum
Dr. John Eliades
Melvin & Randa Dubnick
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
James Foster
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
Adult Education Fund
Susan Elkins & Jack Winerock
Cemetery Fund
Sara Paretsky
In honor of Jonathan Paretsky
Betty Shaffer
In loving memory of Harry Shaffer
We list donations received with the exception of dues or
pledge payments. If you would prefer not to have your donation listed, please let us know.

Dillons Rewards
Program
Sign up to benefit the LJCC!
TO ENROLL IN THE
COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Visit the Dillons website at
www.dillons.com/communityrewards
Sign in OR Create an account
Click on "Enroll Now”
Enter 86813 to have your purchases from
Dillons and Kwik Shop benefit the LJCC
Select Lawrence Jewish Community and
click ‘enroll’.
Contact the LJCC office with any questions.

Adult Education
with
Rabbi Mark Levin
Rabbi Levin will be leading us in a new direc on in
2020, with monthly discussions of the new book by
Ellen Davis, "Opening Israel's Scriptures." The ﬁrst
session of this class takes place on Jan. 30 with
subsequent class dates to be determined. You can
preview the book here. It is available to order
through the Raven Bookstore or Amazon. If you'd like
to join the class but can't make the January 30
session, please let us know. Contact the oﬃce or
Susan Elkins with any ques ons.
This program was made possible
in part by the LJCC’s
Melvin Landsberg Endowment
for Jewish Adult Education.

Don’t Forget
Grocery &
Gas
Certificates!
Remember that purchasing grocery certificates benefits
the LJCC while costing nothing extra to the user!
We all need to eat… We all need to buy gas…
Why not benefit the LJCC at the same time? It’s easy!
Contact Marty in the office with any questions.
Many thanks to the following people
who have chosen to benefit the LJCC
by purchasing certificates this month:

Judy Roitman
Kathleen Levy
Robin Rosenberg
Heather Frost
Anne Schulman
Pat Bates

Cheryl Lester
Susan Elkins
Suzy Achleitner
Goody Garfield
Michael Fox
Shelley Skie
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Der Yiddish - Vinkel

Frayndshaft
Jonathan Paretsky

I recently learned that Marty Stemmerman, our office
administrator par excellence and good friend, will be leaving us soon for
southern climes. I will miss her greatly, and I know you will too. Here is a
little note about friendship.
A male friend is a fraynd (related to German Freund) or khaver (from the
Hebrew). A female friend (as well as "girlfriend") is a frayndin or khaverte.
Khaver/khaverte is also used in the sense of "Comrade." Leo Rosen records
a trade union meeting in which the chair recognized one member as "Khaver O'Malley."
And here are a few proverbs about friends
and friendship:
A gutn fraynd bakumt men umzist, —
a soyne muz men zikh koyfn.
A good friend comes at no cost, —
you have to buy an enemy.
Eyn alter fraynd iz beser, vi naye tzvey.
One old friend is better than two new ones.
Beser a gutter soyne ayder a shlekhter fraynd.
Better a good enemy than a bad friend.
Khavershaft is shtarker vi brudershaft.
Friendship is stronger than kinship.
A gutter fraynd iz oft beser fun a bruder oder shvester.
A good friend is often better than a brother or sister.
Falen falt men alayn, ober oyftzuhayen zikh darf men
a hand fun a fraynd.
You can accomplish falling down by yourself, but
getting up requires the hand of a friend.
Beser ayn fraynd mit gekekhtz ayder hundert mit a
krekhtz.
Better one friend who offers you food than a hundred
friends who offer you nothing but
sighing.
Zay gezunt, tayre alte khaverte Marty.

Purim JOY!
A joint celebration with
LJCC, Temple Beth Sholom,
& the Manhattan Jewish Congregation

Sunday, March 1
Family Education and Activities –
10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Parents and children from the
LJCC, Manhattan Jewish
Congregation and
Temple Beth Sholom
will join together for Purim day
learning and activities.
We will share a short Purim shpiel at
the 11:30 am assembly.
Don’t forget to dress up!!
Carnival 12:00 – 1:30 pm
Lunch will be available for purchase.
Religious School families please bring a
cake for the cake walk.
Temple Beth Sholom,
4200 SW Munson Avenue,
Topeka, KS
785-272-6040
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Religious School News

Rachel Black
LJCC Religious school Director

The Religious School enjoyed a lively and upli,ing Hanukkah in December! Special highlights
included learning the candle blessings and how to light the menorah, learning a few of our
favorite Hanukkah songs, cra,ing and hanging Hanukkah decora ons for the Hanukkah party,
but most importantly, bringing light into our lives by learning the story of Hanukkah and the meaning of
hope. I especially enjoyed our Hanukkah music jam around the piano at our Hanukkah party and ea ng
delicious latkes together! The fes vi es con nued with "Chris-Mitzvah!" led by Bridey Stangler, a volunteer
opportunity to bring holiday cheer to residents at the Windsor of Lawrence on December 25.
As a part of our regular programming, students are becoming increasingly more familiar with Shabbat morning services and our B'nai Mitzvah class enjoys lively class discussions and in-depth studies of service prayers.
Religious School resumes a,er winter break with a return to our regular curriculum on January 18. We will
soon be turning our thoughts to Purim and our upcoming Purim Shpiel and Carnival with our friends in
Topeka at Temple Beth Sholom on March 1!
Now that the Fes val of Lights is over, I am reminded about the candles in our hearts that burn with the
hope of a brighter tomorrow. What is tomorrow? Look in the eyes of our children and you will ﬁnd it. What a
blessing it is to see our kids excited about being Jewish and celebra ng our heritage together.

Security Committee update
Steve Hurst, LJCC Security Coordinator
th

On Tuesday, Jan. 7 , 2020, at 7PM, the LJCC Security Commi&ee comprised of Steve Hurst, LJCC Security Coordinator,
Jordan Yochim, LJCC Board President, Rachel Black, Religious School Director, McKay Stangler, Religious School parent
and Board member, and Marty Stemmerman, LJCC Oﬃce Manager, met to discuss Security and Safety Planning 2020
Goals and Needs. Guest: Chuck Green, Director of Greater KC Jewish Community Security, Jewish Federa on.
At this mee ng we reviewed what has been done to implement Safety measures to date, needed improvements and
some op ons iden ﬁed from security Materials I have gathered and professionals that I have spoken with. We
discussed Commi&ee member speciﬁc concerns and Security Priori es and ideas we believe we should consider
for implementa on this year.
We also had the opportunity walk through a “Needs Assessment” with Chuck Green, the Director of Community Security for the Jewish Federa on of Greater Kansas City, and to ask him ques ons. Chuck was a great addi on to our discussion, adding a professional perspec ve based on his work with the greater Kansas City Congrega ons. Chuck not only
provided us with some posi ve feedback on what we are currently doing right, such as our Door Greeter policy and
good collabora ve rela onship with the Lawrence Police Department, but also iden ﬁed some speciﬁc improvements
we should explore. Chuck also provided us with Homeland Security Grant informa on and oﬀered to help us with our
Needs Assessment por on of the applica on.
Our next step is to cra, our priori zed Needs Assessment for our grant applica on and short term and long-term strategies. When we iden fy our main priori es, we will be able to come up with some Ini al Cost ﬁgures that we can present to the Board for review and Funding, and for Grant Funding applica ons. Chuck has also graciously oﬀered to
help Rachel Black and her Religious School Staﬀ and our LJCC Volunteer Greeters and Lay Leaders with Security Training
free of charge.
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L’dor V’dor
Society

THE BEGINNING OF IT ALL
A psalm by B’nai Mitzvot
January, 2020
Where did it all start?
What should we believe,
The facts or the fate?
Mind or heart?
Questions unanswered
About where did it start?
B’nai Mitzvot Psalmists

Are we your creation
Or just a rough draft?

The L’Dor V’dor Society is a
group of individuals who have
left property or funds to the
LJCC in their estate plans. This
Society is open to everyone,
and the only requirement is to
let the Treasurer know that
you have mentioned the LJCC in
your estate plan. Exact details
of what is allocated are not
required, but the estate plan
must know of your intended
gift.

Did it start with a big-bang
Or are we dots on a map…?
Give us a sign, a feeling or word
So that we can stop worrying
About what we’ve heard.

LJCC Board

Robert Einstein (deceased)
Herman & Louise Leon
Susan Elkins &
Jack Winerock
Anita Herzfeld
Frances & Floyd Horowitz
Dinah Lovitch
Judith Roitman
Beverly & Howard
Rosenfeld
Leni & Neil Salkind
Artie Shaw
John W. Hoopes &
Lauren Mattleman Hoopes
David & Sharyn Brooks
Katzman

President

Jordan Yochim

785-218-1310

jeyochim@gmail.com

Vice-President

Michael Hennecke

785-979-1166

Hennecke.ma@gmail.com

Treasurer

Les Schwartz

816-806-6200

Corresponding Secretary

Suzanne Sherr

785-842-2557

lasherr@sunflower.com

Past President

Jonathan Paretsky

785-832-8993

Paretskyj@kscourts.org

Members-at-Large

Pat Bates

785-842-0303

pbates48@gmail.com

John Hoopes

785-841-7636

hoopes@ku.edu

Carrie Caine

785-841-7636

Caine.carolyn@gmail.com

Cheryl Lester

785-841-7636

chlester@ku.edu

Greg Rudnick

785-542-9874

grudnick74@gmail.com

McKay Stangler

785 841-7636

Falco.agrestis@gmail.com

Herb Friedson

785-841-3328

LJCC Gift Shop

lmschwartz@lmschwartzlaw.com

Lawrence Jewish
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917 Highland Drive
Lawrence, KS 66044

Non-Profit Organization
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Return Service Requested

Interested in Membership at the Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation?
Members’ dues support Jewish life in Lawrence. We want to continue to offer religious services, including High Holiday
services; religious school; adult education; holiday celebrations; and lectures and social activities sought by our
membership.
Our dues are established by each member on the basis of his/her financial situation. For those able to conform to them, we
offer suggested guidelines, which are 1.5% of gross income. Single-parent families and new members for the first year are
1%. Associate Membership for those who live outside of Lawrence or pay dues to another congregation is $216 per year.
Contact the Treasurer, Les Schwartz, if you have questions or wish to explore alternative arrangements.
To become a member, please print the following information and send with your check to: LJCC, 917 Highland
Drive, Lawrence, KS 66044.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

PHONE

E-MAIL

ZIP

