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“an inclusive and thriving center of Jewish spiritual, cultural and social life for the Lawrence area.”

President’s Message

Jordan Yochim
Lawrence Jewish
Community
Congregation

Fellow LJCC Congregants,
It was wonderful to see so many of you at Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur services. And I hope you had a chance to visit with a few
board members at the Happy Hour in the Sukkah event in the middle
of October. As we take a short breather before the Blintz Brunch, I
wanted to thank you for all your tzedakkah over the past few months
- in )me, talent and treasure - and in advance, for the Blintz Brunch.
I also want to remind you of a few things I men)oned in previous
communica)ons and during Rosh Hashanah. First, you are welcome
to a*end the board mee)ngs - to witness the brilliant poli)cal
machinery that operates behind the scenes and then a+er we ﬁnish
our episode of West Wing, what actually happens to make the LJCC
run, and also to let us know your thoughts about what's on the
agenda for the month. Our next mee)ng is November 17th, 9:30a at
the LJCC. Let us know if you'll be joining us.
Second, members of the board are and will be reaching out to you,
our fellow congregants to get your thoughts on how things are going,
or aren't going, and where they should be going. Expect a phone call
in the coming week or two if you haven't already received one. Be
open, honest (maybe not TOO
honest) and feel free to share
your
thoughts, aspira)ons,
kvetches, etc. with us. One of
the things the board would like
to explore with you is this - we
haven't yet reached our goal to
fund a full-)me program coordinator and we'd like to ﬁnd out
what you think about that.
Todah rabah, b'shalom,
Jordan Yochim
LJCC President

www.LawrenceJCC.org

917 Highland Drive
Lawrence, KS 66044
(785) 841-7636
ljcc@sunflower.com
Office Hours:
10am-4pm M-F
Board President
Jordan Yochim
Office Administrator
Marty Stemmerman
Security Coordinator
Steve Hurst

Shabbat
Service Times
Friday, Nov. 1
7:30pm
With Bridey Stangler

Saturday, Nov. 9
10:30am
With Sam Brody &
Carrie Caine

Friday, Nov. 15
730pm
With Brandon
Stienke

Friday, Nov. 22
7:00pm
With
Shiray Shabbat

Friday, Nov. 29
7:00pm
With
Carrie Caine

All are Welcome!

CALENDAR
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November Calendar
Friday, Nov. 1

Saturday, Nov. 2
Sunday, Nov. 3

Saturday, Nov. 9

Friday, Nov. 15

Yahrzeit

Harry George Shaffer
Shabbat Service
with Bridey Stangler Ethel Einstein
Dorothe Greenberg
Carl Leban
10am— BB set-up and Bake Manya Raffelock
Jean Levine
2pm
Sale drop-off
Alice Lassman
10am— 56th Annual
Louis Weiskopf
2pm
Blintz Brunch!
Ruth Friedson
Leah Berkowitz
Neil Salkind
10:30am Shabbat Torah
Harold Lionel "Hal" Keltz
Service with
Eva Edmands Acher
Sam Brody
Robert Winner
& Carrie Caine
Mary Sue "Simrain" Skie
Iris Pollack
Shirley Brown Schwartz
7:30pm Shabbat Service
Ida Tabachnik Winerock
with Brandon
Emmy Fischbein Herzfeld
Stienke
7:30pm

November 3, 2009
November 5, 1958
November 5, 1988
November 6, 1981
November 12, 1951
November 13, 1990
November 14, 2018
November 15, 2006
November 16, 1990
November 17, 1990
November 18, 2017
November 21, 2003
November 21, 2014
November 22, 2013
November 25, 2016
November 27, 1997
November 28, 2016
November 28, 1999
November 29, 1983

Mi Shebeirach
Sunday, Nov. 17

9:30am

LJCC Board
Meeting

Chloe Rombach
Daryl Cantor
Neil Brooks

Thurs., Nov. 21

7:00pm

Adult Education
with Rabbi Mark
Levin

Marc Frost

Cousin of
Pat Bates
Cousin of
Cheryl Lester
Nephew of
Cheryl Lester
Brother of
Heather Frost

Jim Schneider
Corinne Anderson

Friday, Nov. 22

7:30pm

Shabbat Service
with Shiray Shabbat

Shirley Garfield
Chaim Reuven ben Dina

Cousin of
Cheryl Lester

Terri Rosen

LJCC office closed
for Thanksgiving
holiday

Thur. Nov. 28 Friday, Nov. 29

Ben Levy
Gail Brooks

Sister of
Cheryl Lester

Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg
Dave Hiebert

Friday, Nov. 29

7:30pm

Shabbat Service
and text study with
Carrie Caine

Steve Rothenberg
Susan Shafer-Landau

Brother of
Lois Schneider
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Treasury Notes
Les Schwartz
It has been my pleasure and privilege to take over as Treasurer of the Congrega)on, and it will be hard for me to
measure up to the ﬁne job Mar)n did before me. I want to thank Mar)n and Marty for all of the pa)ence and
assistance they have given me in the last few months. They have both made the transi)on painless and informa)ve. I would also like to thank the Board and our Members for placing their trust in me to serve as Treasurer.
I am going to use this column to try to keep the Community apprised of our ﬁnances, budget, and expenses, to
provide insight into how our Congrega)on gets all the myriad of tasks we do here, done. If you have ques)ons you
want addressed in this column, please send them to Marty at the oﬃce or to me personally at
lmschwartz@lmschwartzlaw.com. I will be happy to answer them in this column or privately if you prefer.
This month, I want to focus on the income side. Our Congrega)on has only three types of income we generate:
dues, contribu)ons and fundraising. We have many components of these three types, but all income we receive
falls under these headings.
Overall, we get the vast majority of our funds, approximately 95%, from some
combina)on of dues and contribu)ons. Dues are pledged funds. Contribu)ons are all other funds we receive that
are not dues nor produced by fundraisers. Historically, we get about sixty percent of our income from contribu)ons, and forty to forty-ﬁve percent from dues. Historically, this raises about $95,000 to $110,000 combined. Our
opera)onal expenses each year average around $110,000 to $120,000, or more based on staﬃng and other
unan)cipated expenses.
How we make up the diﬀerence between our expenses and income is obviously fundraising. We need to regularly
make a net proﬁt from the Blintz Brunch, Bake Sale, Silent Auc)on, and our Card programs--a minimum of $20,000
per year. We need that much at our current dues and contribu)on
level to break even. We are faced with a declining and aging
membership, but we have a number of new members coming in and
bringing their children and families with them. Our Religious School
and its unique programming has been an a*rac)on for new
members, and we look forward to an outstanding year under Rachel
Black’s leadership. We are implemen)ng programming in other
Adult Education
areas that we hope will a*ract other unaﬃliated Jews into a
with
Congrega)on that is warm, vibrant and accep)ng. We need all of
Rabbi
Mark
Levin
our members to be our good- will Ambassadors to help bring in
those in the Lawrence area who may not have experienced the LJCC
Thursday, November 21
family.

7:00pm

I hope everyone had a great High Holiday, and enjoyed our Services
and cantorial and service leaders as much as I did. I hope everyone
got a chance to a*end one of the Happy Hours we had in the
Sukkah. We hope to make that an annual event where we can all
gather to celebrate Sukkot. November 1 marks the last half of our
ﬁscal year--here’s to everyone who made the ﬁrst half great, and to
an even be*er second half.

Middot:
Jewish moral/ethical qualities.
This program was made possible
in part by the LJCC’s
Melvin Landsberg Endowment
for Jewish Adult Education.

CONTRIBUTIONS
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October Contributions
General Fund
Jordan Yochim & Amanda Schwegler
Nicole Bakerink & Hernan Slepacoff
Erica Landsberg
In loving memory of John & Barbara Landsberg
Shawn & Doug Holiday
Marjorie Cooper
Louis & Rachel Levy
Bonnie Liscek
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
Mechele Leon
David Volkin & Anna Hagen
Alison Dishinger
Robert & Margaret Litan
Sue Cranston
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
Cheryl Lester & Philip Barnard
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
Nancy Helm
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
Victor & Linda Frost
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
Jerome Berkowitz
Kevin & Nancy Rhein
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
Susan Levine
Ruth & Sandy Terman
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
David & Katherine Kline Berkowitz
In memory of Morton & Leah Berkowitz
In memory of Margaret & Jean Kline
Goody & Shirley Garfield
In appreciation of the superb leadership of
High Holiday services
Heather & John Ostergren
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
Adult Education Fund
Cheryl Lester & Philip Barnard
In loving memory of Siegfried Ruschin
In honor of Adult Education led by Rabbi Levin
David & Katherine Berkowitz
In memory of Loraine Lindenbaum
Cantorial Fund
Cheryl Lester & Philip Barnard
In honor of High Holiday Services led by
Rachel,Black, Sam Brody & Carrie Caine
LINK Fund
Susan Levine
We list donations received with the exception of dues or
pledge payments. If you would prefer not to have your
donation listed, please let us know.
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Blintz Brunch Check List:
√

Bring Items for the Bake Sale from noon—
2:00pm on Saturday, November 2 Please be
sure your items are attractively packaged with ingredients listed if possible.

√
√
√
√
√

Show up on Saturday, November 2 between
10am and noon to help set up!
Place yard signs in your yard! We have new
signs if you need them!
Bring in your grocery bags for us to use in the
bake sale!
Invite your friends and neighbors!
Please show up on time for your shift! If you
have any questions about what your assignment is,
contact Marty at ljcc@sunflower.com, or Brandon at
bmstienke@ku.edu.

√
√

Don’t forget to turn in your ticket money!
Come out to enjoy the brunch, pick up some
delicacies at the Bake Sale, shop the wonderful selection of Judaica, jewelry, scarves, and
much more in the gift shop, and place bids on
the many fantastic items offered in the Silent
Auction, including our popular basket raffle!

Don’t Forget
Grocery &
Gas
Certificates!
Remember that purchasing grocery certificates benefits
the LJCC while costing nothing extra to the user!
We all need to eat… We all need to buy gas…
Why not benefit the LJCC at the same time? It’s easy!
Contact Marty in the office with any questions.
Many thanks to the following people
who have chosen to benefit the LJCC
by purchasing certificates this month:

Heather Frost
Judy Roitman
Suzanne Sherr
Susan Elkins
Cheryl Lester
Judy Green
Pat Bates

Martin Winkler
Michael Fox
Suzy Achleitner
Barry Shalinsky
Leni Salkind
Jonathan Paretsky
Goody Garfield
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Der Yiddisher Vinkel

A short Discourse on the Blintze
Jonathan Paretsky

The word blintz is an English shortening of the Yiddish blintze, plural blintzes. It
is derived from the Russian blinyetz, a diminu)ve form of blin, pancake.
And here's a li*le crea)ve curse: Vern zol fun dir a blintshik, un di kats zol dikh
khapn (may you be turned into a blintz and be grabbed up by the cat).
And a proverb: Az men zukht blintzes farlirt men broit (if you go looking for
blintzes you will lose your bread).
Blintzes are associated with the holiday Shavuot, perhaps because they are a
dairy dish or perhaps because, placed on a plate side by side, two blintzes
resemble a Torah scroll. They are also appropriate for other holidays—if the mood strikes you, check out
the picture book Blintzes for Blitzen, by Elise and Philip Okrend. It tells of a village shopkeeper who ends
up feeding one of Santa's reindeer.

Religious School News
Rachel Black, Religious School Director
The Religious School enjoyed our ﬁrst day of classroom instruc)on on October 19!
Instructor Jacob Bigus taught the B'nai Mitzvah class, Instructor Ellie Frager taught
grades 3-5, and Instructor Hannah Faber taught grades K-2. Our ﬁrst lesson curriculum was built around the study of Torah, especially in prepara)on for Simchat Torah,
our special day to celebrate the Torah! It was a joy to see our building full of kids' studying Torah, with
B'nai Mitzvah students discussing several passages, our middle class learning to ﬁnd passages in the Tanach
by themselves, and the younger kids ac)ng out the story of Bereishit! Our sessions are structured with a
short kids service led by yours truly, followed by Judaica curriculum in classrooms, and concluding with
Hebrew instruc)on in classrooms for younger children, and prayer study with myself for B'nai Mitzvah
students. On weeks where there is a LJCC Torah Service, the schedule includes par)cipa)on in the community service.
Other highlights in October included an impressive and enlightening Sukkah Building Seminar taught by
Clare Ballard with cra+s led by Bridey Stangler, and Pizza in the Hut where we welcomed in the holiday together.
The holidays may be wrapping up for the season, but the religious school is in full swing! I look forward to
celebra)ng the Torah, not just on Simchat Torah, but every Shabbat with our wonderful community.
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Guest Column: Musings
No Place for Hate
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Piet Knetsch

Editors note: Piet Knetsch shared this remembrance of last year’s Blintz Brunch with us, which he wrote immediately
after attending the brunch. The Blintz Brunch charted record attendance last year - 900 or so people came through our
doors - in part due to a tremendous outpouring of community support following the tragic murder of 11 Jews who came
to worship at Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue on October 27, 2018. Piet is a retired pastor in the United
Methodist Church, and has also had a lifelong career in theatre. In late February at Theatre Lawrence, Piet will be
directing a production of “Yours, Anne” a musical based on the Diary of Anne Frank.
From November 4, 2018: I have to write. I have to put it down, not edit, not rewrite, just let it happen as it comes out
of my mind and onto the paper. Forgive my has)ness. I go*a speak.
Went to church this morning. Well, not the tradi)onal concept of going to church. I in fact went to the Lawrence
Jewish Community Congrega)on. Today is the day when they hold their “Blintz Brunch”, an annual fundraiser which I
have a*ended a number of )mes before. But somehow, I knew this )me would be diﬀerent. Always a popular event
which draws many a*endees, most not Jewish, the Blintz Brunch was literally being inundated with people. I arrived at
10am, the very start of the event, and had to park two blocks away. The small building was packed, in a good way, and
feeling like a sardine somehow did not seem to bother anyone. I paid my money, and received a s)cker to put on my
shirt which reads: No place for Hate. A s)cker from the An)-Defama)on League. Finding a place to sit once one
receives the blintzes is always a challenge, and I wound up being invited to sit with two people whom I know well. One
of those persons, whom I have known for 45 years, is a person with whom I had a painful ‘falling out’ nearly a year ago
now. Nothing was said about that. There was only cordiality, friendship, friendly banter about things of no great weight
or importance. Good, healthy, welcome chit-chat – you know what I mean? A+er we relinquished our seats to others in
the throng, we perused the tradi)onal bake sale and the silent auc)on. I put a bid down for a beau)ful Jewish prayer
shawl, a talith. I don’t know why, because I do not need it. What I did need to do was to show love, and support. Not
with words. Just being present, surrounded by people from all over our community.
No doubt the subject of hate was on everyone’s mind, directly, indirectly.
No doubt memories of heinous murders was on many or even all minds,
and perhaps some brought it up at their tables, surrounded by strangers,
represen)ng persons from varied faith tradi)ons, persons with no faith
tradi)on, persons rejec)ng the whole no)on of any faith tradi)on. But
there we were, and there they come as I write this, for it is now not even
noon and the Blintz Brunch con)nues un)l 2 pm. Of course, good and
necessary money is being raised, and the LJCC needs that support just
like every other worshiping community, church, nonproﬁt en)ty. But the
impact of this event goes so far, so very far above and beyond the dollars
and the budget and the programs. We, this motley and diverse group of
people (I heard some even speaking in foreign tongues – oh, surely not?
Foreign invaders! A whole caravan of them!), we came together in unity
and as one. We came to show caring and connec)on and love. We did
church together, we did synagogue together, we did mosque together
and we did not do so out of hate. There is simply, unequivocally No place
for hate.
– Piet
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L’dor V’dor
Society

LJCC Board Report
The LJCC Board met on Sunday, October 13 at 9:30am.
Items discussed included:
♦

The board welcomes new members Carrie Caine & McKay Stangler.

♦

Review of dues increases to enable funding of Program Director position.
Funding still falling short of goal.

♦

Planning for board outreach to membership, to include “Happy Hour in the
Sukkah” and phone calls from board to members.

♦

Steve Hurst now working in new position as Security Coordinator. He and
Marty Stemmerman attended security training sponsored by Jewish
Federation of Greater Kansas City.

♦

Concern with anti-Semitic graffiti in underpass on trail in south Lawrence.
Cheryl Lester in contact with City to propose a mural to prevent vandalism.

♦

Ritual Committee has created Yiskor booklet and will be requesting
information from memberhip to update Yahrzeit list.

♦

Request to move 2020 Blintz Brunch to Sunday, Nov. 8 approved.

♦

Blintz Brunch planning discussed, including hiring of Brandon Stienke to
coordinate Blintz Brunch activities.

The next meeting of the LJCC Board will take place on Sunday, Nov. 17.
LJCC members are welcome to attend board meetings except when matters
of personnel are being discussed.

Robert Einstein (deceased)
Herman & Louise Leon
Susan Elkins &
Jack Winerock
Anita Herzfeld
Frances & Floyd Horowitz
Dinah Lovitch
Judith Roitman
Beverly & Howard
Rosenfeld
Leni & Neil Salkind
Artie Shaw
John W. Hoopes &
Lauren Mattleman Hoopes
David & Sharyn Brooks
Katzman
The L’Dor V’dor Society is a
group of individuals who have
left property or funds to the
LJCC in their estate plans. This
Society is open to everyone,
and the only requirement is to
let the Treasurer know that
you have mentioned the LJCC in
your estate plan. Exact details
of what is allocated are not
required, but the estate plan
must know of your intended
gift.

Questions about board activity may be addressed to any board member.

LJCC Board

President

Jordan Yochim

785-218-1310

jeyochim@gmail.com

Vice-President

Michael Hennecke

785-979-1166

Hennecke.ma@gmail.com

Treasurer

Les Schwartz

816-806-6200

Corresponding Secretary

Suzanne Sherr

785-842-2557

lasherr@sunflower.com

Past President

Jonathan Paretsky

785-832-8993

Paretskyj@kscourts.org

Members-at-Large

Pat Bates

785-842-0303

pbates48@gmail.com

John Hoopes

785-841-7636

hoopes@ku.edu

Carrie Caine

785-841-7636

Caine.carolyn@gmail.com

Cheryl Lester

785-841-7636

chlester@ku.edu

Greg Rudnick

785-542-9874

grudnick74@gmail.com

McKay Stangler

785 841-7636

Falco.agrestis@gmail.com

Herb Friedson

785-841-3328

LJCC Gift Shop

lmschwartz@lmschwartzlaw.com

Lawrence Jewish
Community Congregation
917 Highland Drive
Lawrence, KS 66044
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Return Service Requested

Interested in Membership at the Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation?
Members’ dues support Jewish life in Lawrence. We want to continue to offer religious services, including High Holiday
services; religious school; adult education; holiday celebrations; and lectures and social activities sought by our
membership.
Our dues are established by each member on the basis of his/her financial situation. For those able to conform to them, we
offer suggested guidelines, which are 1.5% of gross income. Single-parent families and new members for the first year are
1%. Associate Membership for those who live outside of Lawrence or pay dues to another congregation is $216 per year.
Contact the Treasurer, Les Schwartz, if you have questions or wish to explore alternative arrangements.
To become a member, please print the following information and send with your check to: LJCC, 917 Highland
Drive, Lawrence, KS 66044.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

PHONE

E-MAIL

ZIP

