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End of Life Planning
Neil Shanberg & Jonathan Paretsky
Part 2 of 2

"Gey in d'rerd." This is an impolite Yiddish expression, meaning roughly
"Drop dead," but literally, "Go in the ground." Although we mean no oﬀense,
Neil and I recognize that it is an ac#vity that will involve all of us, sooner or
later. Last month, we discussed advanced prepara#ons that we can make to
ease the lives of those we leave behind. This month, we discuss things to be
done surrounding funeral prepara#ons. Years of experience in the funeral
business have given Neil great knowledge and wisdom, and he now shares
some of it with all of us.

Contact and work with just one funeral home. Call the funeral home that
will provide the funeral at the place of burial. Allow that funeral home to
contact other homes if that is necessary. For example, if you intend to
use Rumsey Yost in Lawrence, call them to start the process of funereal
arrangements even if the death occurs out of town. Rumsey Yost will
know, for example, whom to call to make arrangements for transport of
the body. If you call funeral homes other than your primary one, you
may end up paying higher and redundant costs and you may end up with
conﬂic#ng decisions.
Locally, Rumsey Yost has extensive experience with burials in the B'nai
Israel cemetery in Eudora. Other nearby funeral homes are WarrenMcElwain in Lawrence and Louis Memorial Chapel in Kansas City, which
is well suited for a full ritual burial, including bathing (tahara).
Let the funeral home lead the
charge. They are in the business of taking care of funerals; let them do it.
They will know what ques#ons to ask,
how to contact people, how much
diﬀerent arrangements will cost, and a
host of things that you don't want to
bother with when confron#ng the loss
of someone close to you. The JCC has
some ins#tu#onal knowledge about
burials, but it is the funeral home that
should be calling the plays. Their job is
to be helpful; let them be helpful.
♦

LJCC
ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2019
9:30am coffee & bagels
Meeting begins at 10:00am
Join in the conversation as we
discuss our shared vision for
LJCC’s future.

www.LawrenceJCC.org

917 Highland Drive
Lawrence, KS 66044
(785) 841-7636
ljcc@sunflower.com
Office Hours:
10am-4pm M-F

Here are some (very) useful Tips From Neil:
♦
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Shabbat
Service Times
Friday, May 3
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
With Cheryl Lester

Saturday, May 11
10:30am
Shabbat
Torah Service
With Sam Brody
& Carrie Caine

Friday, May 17
7:00pm
Shabbat Services
With Bridey Stangler

Friday, May 24
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
With Carrie Caine

Friday, May 31
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
With Shiray Shabbat

All are Welcome!
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May Calendar
Friday, May 3

Saturday, May 11

7:30pm

Shabbat Service with
Cheryl Lester

10:30AM Shabbat Torah
Service with
Sam & Carrie
Potluck Kiddush
luncheon follows
service

Friday, May 17

6:00pm

7:00pm

Community Potluck
Dinner

Shabbat Service with
Bridey Stangler

Sunday, May 19

9:30am

LJCC Board Meeting

Thursday, May 23

12:30pm

LJCC serves LINK

Yahrzeit
Eugene Fingerhut

May 1, 2006

Lucy Cutler

May 2, 2015

Natalie Frost

May 5, 1988

Marilyn Fingerhut
Hal Ettinger

May 7, 2011
May 7, 2009

Ethel Esther Roitman

May 8, 1989

Harold Hurst

May 11, 2014

Don Edlin

May 11, 2018

Timothy Kliewer

May 12, 2011

Dorothy Rosenthal

May 14, 2006

Lillian Bear Klotz

May 21, 1934

Samuel R. Raffelock

May 26, 1967

Mollie Leban

May 26, 1979

Alex Frost

May 28, 2005

Mi Shebeirach

Friday, May 24

7:30pm

Shabbat Service &
Text study with Carrie
Caine

Saturday, May 25

5:30pm

Lag b’Omer Shindig!

Thursday, May 30

5:00pm

Wise Aging group

7:30pm

Adult Education with
Rabbi Mark Levin

Friday, May 31

7:30pm

Shabbat Service with
Shiray Shabbat

Sunday, June 2

10:00am

LJCC Annual
Meeting

Chloe Rombach
Daryl Cantor
Neil Brooks
Marc Frost
Jim Schneider
Bob Schulman
Corinne Anderson
Shirley Garfield
Herb Primrose
Terri Rosen
Jan Loux (loo)
Chaim Reuven
ben Dina
Ben Levy
Martha Taylor
Gar Lester
Tzivi Bayla bat Chaya
Adel
Larry Maxey

Cousin of Pat Bates
Cousin of Cheryl Lester
Nephew of Cheryl Lester
Brother of Heather Frost

Friend of Pat Bates

Cousin of Cheryl Lester
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End of Life…. Cont. from pg. 1

Most funeral homes oﬀer preplanning, even years before death is expected.
Funerals can be arranged or, in many cases, paid for in advance. An advantage of prepaid arrangements may be freezing prices at current levels. Prepaid funerals may also
be used to spend down assets as part of preparing for Medicare qualiﬁca#on.
♦

The cost of funerals can be high. Your choice of casket, outer burial container, and
other smaller items, such as service folders and register books merchandise will determine the price.
♦

Jewish caskets are usually made completely of wood and have no mechanical devices for construc#on such as
screws or nails. There should also not be any metal in the decora#ve corners or handles. There is no requirement
that the casket be a plain pine box. You have many choices of wood type and color, depending on what you feel is
most appropriate.
It is also possible to use an "outer-burial container" or vault. This is a concrete container that helps deﬁne the
grave spaces. When one grave is dug next to an exis#ng grave, the outer container assures there will be no viola#on of the exis#ng grave. The container will also support the weight of the earth, which can keep the grave and
headstone from sinking, as some#mes happens over the years.
You should choose what you like or what you think the deceased would have liked.
Do not over-extend yourself or think you need to put on a show. What others think
is not important.
♦

Graves at B'nai Israel can be purchased long before death. Payment, paperwork,
and selec#on of the grave site can be processed through the LJCC oﬃce. Families
who have already established eligibility for burial should select grave loca ons as
soon as possible.

♦

B'nai Israel is a Jewish sectarian cemetery. Non-Jews may be buried in most areas of
the cemetery if they are the spouses or long-term partners of Jewish members of the LJCC. A separate sec#on
requires proof of Jewish maternal Jewish lineage of all those buried there.

♦

Burial in B'nai Israel cemetery requires that at least one member of a rela#onship be an LJCC member. If no family
member belongs to the LJCC, the cemetery has established procedures for acquiring membership so that purchasing a grave and burial there are possible. Families should discuss their funeral needs with either the funeral opera#ons manager or the LJCC oﬃce. Family contact informa#on should be
provided.
Although this all may seem like a lot to do, these are decisions that will be
easier to make now and may save considerable amounts of money if they are
done sooner rather than later. We may feel like advance planning invites
death in advance, keyn ahora, but it really makes life easier. It is a topic that
ma=ers to every living one of us, so let us all check over the lists and make
sure that we have planned those things that can be planned. If you have any
ques#ons, contact Jonathan.
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April Contributions
General Fund
Lois Schneider
In honor of the birthday of Susan Elkins
Goody & Shirley Garfield
In honor of Sam Brody & Carrie Caine’s
wonderful hosting of the Purim celebration!
Morris & Lynne Faiman
In memory of Beverly Rosenfeld
John & Lauren Hoopes
In support of the 2nd Night Community Seder
Dennis & Terri Rosen
In honor of the Cheryl Lester, in appreciation
for her warm and expert leading of our grand
daughter, Vera's, naming.
We list donations received with the exception of dues or pledge
payments. If you would prefer not to have your donation listed,
please let us know.

Don’t Forget
Grocery & Gas
Certificates!

Remember that purchasing grocery certificates benefits
the LJCC while costing nothing extra to the user!
We all need to eat… We all need to buy gas…
Why not benefit the LJCC at the same time? It’s easy!
Contact Marty in the office with any questions.
Many thanks to the following people
who have chosen to benefit the LJCC
by purchasing certificates this month:

Adult Education
with
Rabbi Mark Levin
Thursday, May 30
7:30pm
“medicine & Religion:
Where is the intersection?”
Medicine was historically a subset of religion. Concerns
of the body, of cleanliness, suﬀering and the soul were
embedded in religious thought, with medical techniques a branch of religion.
Now that has changed, and the overlap is not as clear as
it once was. Does a person's body belong to herself or
God? How far can we decide regarding our lives? May
we refuse medical interven#on that is poten#ally lifesaving? If our bodies belong to God, what do we think
of abor#on? How do we handle suﬀering?
We moderns, and par#cularly Jews IMHO, focus on science more than the gnawing intrusions of religious
ques#ons. Ritual is only a small part of religious prac#ce
and meaning; and yet, we emphasize ritual and prayer
in our deﬁning religion more than the challenging ques#ons of the importance of suﬀering, the meaning of
sacriﬁce, and the place of community support for others
than the members of our families towards the end of
life.
All these will be the subject of our delibera#ons, and we
look forward to seeing you.
~Mark
Wise aging meets at 5:00pm.

Goody Garfield
Terri Rosen
Jordan Yochim
Heather Frost

Judy Roitman
Pat Bates
Cheryl Lester
Susan Elkins

This program was made possible in part by the LJCC’s
Melvin Landsberg Endowment
for Jewish Adult Educa on.
Rabbi Levin is available for pastoral counseling
appointments. Email markhowardlevine@gmail.com.
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Religious School News
Bridey Stangler
At the April religious school session, which fell six days before the ﬁrst night of Passover, families received a li=le homework. Everyone was to complete the ten-minute mitzvah of Bedikat Chametz. It’s an almost spooky ritual in which people search for leAover crumbs to sweep
up with a feather on the last night before the holiday begins. And you’re supposed to do it by
candlelight. This is a standard tradi#on for
many families, but those of us raised
Reform might never have heard of Bedikat Chametz--and
it’s an opportunity missed!
Judaism is a religion rooted in the senses. We don’t light
candles solely because we are commanded, but because
we are crea#ng a #me and place that literally glows with
kedushah (holiness). And even while our personal views of
divinity diﬀer, we can see the wonder in our kids. Bedikat Chametz, along with Erev Shabbat and Havdalah, is
a giA in the moment. It’s a chance to do something diﬀerent from the rest of our waking days and nights. It’s
a lifelong giA, too, because - hun#ng through the kitchen with a candle and a feather? That’s the stuﬀ of lifelong memory.
As is a good, old-fashioned bonﬁre, and I hope
that revellers ages 0-99 will join me at the LJCC’s
Lag b’Omer party on Saturday, May 25th at 5pm!
Good people and good fun on one of the best
holidays on the calendar - that’s what you and
your kids should remember.
Thanks for a great school year, friends!
Bridey Stangler
Religious School Coordinator
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Message from President Jordan Yochim
Members of the Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation,
After five years of exemplary service as our Treasurer, Martin Winkler has announced his "retirement" from
the post. We are grateful to him for his dedication to the fiscal health of the LJCC, and for his generosity of
time, spirit and tzedakah.
In the past, a vacancy in the Treasurer position has often been filled by a current member of the board. I'm
proud of the many strengths that the members of our board bring in service to the LJCC, but a particular financial aptitude isn't among them. No one felt comfortable stepping into Martin's large shoes (he's like a size 13 or
something!).
Hence, a call to the community. If you are an LJCC member in good standing, have an eye (or even an ear) for
numbers, and would like to contribute to the leadership and future of our congregation, please get in touch with
me - jeyochim@gmail.com. And know, that if you are interested there are substantial supports in place to make
the work lighter. The LJCC has a contractual arrangement with an accountant, and our Administrator, Marty
Stemmerman, handles many of the day-to-day record keeping activities. And, I put "retirement" in quotes
above because Martin has agreed to stay on into the new fiscal year to train the new Treasurer.
I look forward to hearing from those interested in serving.
B'shalom,
Jordan Yochim
President, LJCC

LJCC Community 2nd Night Passover Seder
HUGE THANKS to Michael
Hennecke & Rita York, Erica
Fox Zabusky, Jordan Yochim &
Amanda Schwegler, Cheryl
Lester, Susan Elkins & Jack
Winerock, Bridey Stangler, and all those who
helped out with the seder this year! Thanks
especially to the 80 or so friends who came to
share in the celebration of Passover! Another
great memory made at the LJCC!
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L’dor V’dor
Society

LJCC Board Report
The LJCC Board met on Sunday, April 14 at 9:30am.
Items discussed included:
♦

Plans for 2nd Night Seder underway with Erica Fox Zabusky leading service, and Michael Hennecke & Rita York preparing the meal. Kashering
of kitchen took place on April 14. Off-duty police officer to serve as security.

♦

Budget shortfall a concern.

♦

Annual Meeting to take place June 2 at 10:00am. Membership requirements discussed. Annual Meeting packet will be published in mid-May.

♦

Board succession discussed, including need to replace Treasurer Martin
Winkler.

♦

Plans to raise markers at B’nai Israel Cemetery in process. Future oversight of cemetery discussed with departure of Neil Shanberg. Road at cemetery in need of maintenance.

♦

New members Bob & Margaret Litan welcomed to the LJCC.

The next meeting of the board is schedule for Sunday, May 19 at 9:30am.
Questions may be addressed to any board member.

LJCC Board

Herman & Louise Leon
Robert Einstein (deceased)
Susan Elkins &
Jack Winerock
Anita Herzfeld
Frances & Floyd Horowitz
Dinah Lovitch
Judith Roitman
Beverly & Howard
Rosenfeld
Leni & Neil Salkind
Artie Shaw
John W. Hoopes &
Lauren Mattleman Hoopes
David & Sharyn Brooks
Katzman

The L’Dor V’dor Society is a
group of individuals who have
left property or funds to the
LJCC in their estate plans. This
Society is open to everyone,
and the only requirement is to
let the Treasurer know that
you have mentioned the LJCC in
your estate plan. Exact details
of what is allocated are not
required, but the estate plan

President

Jordan Yochim

785-218-1310

jeyochim@gmail.com

Vice-President

Michael Hennecke

785-979-1166

Hennecke.ma@gmail.com

Treasurer

Martin Winkler

847-370-5125

winklma@comcast.net

Corresponding Secretary

Suzanne Sherr

785-842-2557

lasherr@sunflower.com

Past President

Jonathan Paretsky

785-832-8993

Paretskyj@kscourts.org

Members-at-Large

Pat Bates

785-842-0303

pbates48@gmail.com

John Hoopes

785-841-7636

hoopes@ku.edu

Leslie Newman

785-843-3388

lesliefnewman@yahoo.com

Cheryl Lester

785-841-7636

chlester@ku.edu

Jonathan Paretsky

785-832-8993

Paretskyj@kscourts.org

Greg Rudnick

785-542-9874

grudnick74@gmail.com

Erica Fox Zabusky

785-840-9611

efoxz@yahoo.com

Shelley Skie

785-760-3448

Herb Friedson

785-841-3328

LJCC Gift Shop

Lawrence Jewish
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Lawrence, KS 66044
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Return Service Requested

Interested in Membership at the Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation?
Members’ dues support Jewish life in Lawrence. We want to continue to offer religious services, including High Holiday
services; religious school; adult education; holiday celebrations; and lectures and social activities sought by our
membership.
Our dues are established by each member on the basis of his/her financial situation. For those able to conform to them, we
offer suggested guidelines, which are 1.5% of gross income. Single-parent families and new members for the first year are
1%. Associate Membership for those who live outside of Lawrence or pay dues to another congregation is $216 per year.
Contact the Treasurer, Martin Winkler, if you have questions or wish to explore alternative arrangements.
To become a member, please print the following information and send with your check to: LJCC, 917 Highland
Drive, Lawrence, KS 66044.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

PHONE

E-MAIL

ZIP

