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Fellow LJCC Congregants,
A lot has happened in the past few months and I thought it me to give you a
brief update. First, thank you to everyone who completed the community
survey. We greatly appreciate your par cipa on - it will help us take the next
steps in our strategic planning eﬀort. We hope to have something for the
community's considera on at the annual mee ng later this year (date TBD).
As you may recall, in that survey we asked for your thoughts about selling
the building and land and moving the LJCC. Your feedback informed our examina on of the possibility with a poten al buyer. A,er some informal discussions with the buyer, a real estate agent, and our legal counsel, it became
clear that neither the buyer nor the market would support a selling price that
would provide us with enough funds from the sale to make it worth our
while. The board agreed to abandon the idea and we no ﬁed the interested
buyer of our decision.
Though you may have read about these things in other edi ons of the newsle.er, seen announcements, perhaps even par cipated, I want to highlight
some wonderful, innova ve programming happening at the LJCC. First, our
con nuing adult educa on series with Rabbi Levin, made possible in part by
the Melvin Landsberg endowment. Every month the Rabbi presents a mely,
lively, thought-provoking, and conversa on-rich program. I found his session
a,er the Pi.sburgh shoo ng extremely meaningful and helpful. If you haven't been to a session yet, try it out - they're free! Our religious school, under
the crea ve and engaging leadership of Bridey Stangler, has taken on a new,
family-centered (but welcoming to all) format that includes Jewish life, ritual,
and cultural educa on. And our weekly
Shabbat service - some weeks on Friday
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Shabbat
Service Times
Friday, Feb. 1
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
with Carrie Caine
Saturday, Feb. 9
10:30am
Shabbat
Torah Service
with Carrie Caine &
Sam Brody
Friday, Feb. 15
7:30pm
Shabbat Service
with Shiray Shabbat
Friday, February 22
6:00pm
Shabbat Service with
Bridey Stangler

All are Welcome!
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February Calendar
Friday, February 1

7:30pm

Shabbat Service with
Carrie Caine

Oneg sponsored by
Carrie Caine
9:30am

Family Shabbat
program

10:30am

Shabbat Torah
Service with Sam
Brody & Carrie Caine

5:00pm

Wise Aging group

7:30pm

Adult Education with
Rabbi Mark Levin

Friday, Feb. 15

7:30pm

Shabbat Service with
Shiray Shabbat

Sunday, Feb. 17

9:30am

LJCC Board Meeting

Thursday, Feb. 21

12:30pm

LJCC serves LINK!

Friday, Feb. 22

6:00pm

Shabbat Service with
Bridey Stangler

Saturday, Feb. 9

Thurs. Feb. 14

Most Friday night Shabbat services
now take place at 7:30pm.
Occasional exceptions will be noted in
Weekly Announcements and
Shabbat Announcements, as well as
on the LJCC voicemail and website.

Yahrzeit
Dorothy Cohen Keltz
February 2, 2002
Paula Finkelstein
February 3, 2008
Arthur Jolly
February 5, 2008
Norman J. Zabusky
February 5, 2018
Jean Rombach Ellenbogen
February 6, 2006
Leon Friedson
February 7, 2002
Ethel Black
February 7, 2005
William E. Lassman
February 10, 2009
Anna Goodman Munczek February 11, 1997
Donna "Weedle" Caviness
February 12, 2008
Norm Forer
February 12, 2010
Nathan Einstein
February 14, 1947
Hadassah Singer
February 15, 2013
Alfred Simon Zehngut
February 15, 2000
John Gordon Baird
February 19, 2008
Ludwig Fischbein
February 22, 1981
Sol Marks
February 23, 1934
Mary Edwards Paretsky February 23, 1998
Harry Salkind
February 26, 1991
Lorene Zukav
February 26, 2008
Jacob Elliott Shalinsky
February 27, 2006

Mi Shebeirach
Chloe Rombach
Daryl Cantor
Neil Brooks
Marc Frost
Jim Schneider
Bob Schulman
Corinne Anderson
Lee Wright
Sharyn Katzman
Shirley Garfield
Herb Primrose
Terri Rosen
Jan Loux (loo)
Chaim Reuven
ben Dina
George Martin
Tara Deaver
Dylan Ryan Dehncke

Ben Levy

Cousin of Pat Bates
Cousin of Cheryl Lester
Nephew of Cheryl Lester
Brother of Heather Frost

Friend of Pat Bates

Cousin of Cheryl Lester
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Religious School News
Bridey Stangler
When religious school convenes only once a month, the three hours that we’re together becomes
very, very important. Every minute counts. That’s why the Religious School Advisory Commi.ee
doesn’t take any chances. Mul tudes of emails soar through the ether in the days leading up to
each session (what are the goals of the session? What reading should the parents do? What are
the takeaways? Who’s picking up the bagels?) Mee ngs are held immediately following each session (how did that go? What should we do diﬀerently? What comes next? Who’s picking up the
bagels?) Each step is scru nized so that next me, we can do a li.le be.er.
And we’re so fortunate that we don’t do this alone.
In January, the Religious School Advisory Commi.ee was invited to a mee ng of the Ritual Commi.ee. This
passionate and learned group of people have the unenviable task of being everything to everyone. How can our
worship ﬁt the needs of such a diverse community? Most of us are not brave enough to hazard a guess, but these
people ﬁnd the balance.
Thank you to Carrie Caine, Sam Brody, Cheryl Lester, Jack Winerock, Susan Elkins, and Erica Fox Zabusky for
embracing the Shabbat morning service for the learning opportunity it can be. Where the answer could have been
“no,” you instead said “Hmm..” and sought a solu on that accommodates the whole of our kehillah kedoshah, our
holy community.
Thank you to all in the LJCC community who con nue to help the religious school grow and change, so that our
children may conﬁdently take hold of the congrega on we give them. Thank you for helping us make sure that every
minute with our children – every prayer, every meal, and every word – counts.
Bridey Stangler
Religious School Coordinator

Final Call for Recipes!
LJCC Cookbook coming soon!
Deadline: 24 February
Contact: Jill Kleinberg or Suzanne Sherr,
jkleinberg@ku.edu, lasherr@sunflower.com
Many thanks to everyone who has sent contributions for the LJCC Cookbook.
We appreciate everyone’s help and interest in this cookbook, dedicated to Neil
Salkind, who so enjoyed food and the companionship around it, and reflecting
the way food helps bind together our very unique Jewish community. Please
send your recipes to Jill or Suzanne no Later than February 24.
24
For Information, go Here:
https://lawrencejcc.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/call--for
for--recipes.pdf
https://lawrencejcc.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/call
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January Contributions
General Fund
Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg & Ken Lassman
Given with love in honor of Susan Elkins’ 70th
birthday!
Bob Buddemeier & Daphne Fautin
Bruce Cutler
Goody & Shirley Garfield
In appreciation of Carrie Caine and Sam Brody
for sharing their joy and learning in leading
services
Holly Krebs
In honor of Susan Elkins' birthday
Mary T. Leggio Bannon
In honor of Susan Elkins' birthday

Adult Education
with
Rabbi Mark Levin
Thursday, February 14
7:30pm

The Haggadah & Seder
From a modern perspective
What does the Seder mean
To Modern Jews?

Cemetery Fund
Betty Shaffer

Please bring haggadahs with you.
This program was made possible in part by the LJCC’s
Melvin Landsberg Endowment for Jewish Adult Educa on.

We list donations received with the exception of dues
or pledge payments. If you would prefer not to have
your donation listed, please let us know.

Rabbi Levin is available for pastoral counseling
appointments. Email markhowardlevine@gmail.com.

Don’t Forget
Grocery &
Gas
Certificates!

Sign up to benefit the LJCC every time
you make a purchase from Amazon!

Remember that purchasing grocery certificates benefits the
LJCC while costing nothing extra to the user!
We all need to eat… We all need to buy gas…
Why not benefit the LJCC at the same time? It’s easy!
Contact Marty in the office with any questions.
Many thanks to the following people
who have chosen to benefit the LJCC
by purchasing certificates this month:

Support the LJCC every time you make a
purchase from Amazon. It’s easy!
Here’s how it works:
•
•

Shelley Skie
Goody Garfield
Susan Elkins
Heather Frost
Judy Roitman

•

•

Go to smile.amazon.com and sign up, choosing
“Lawrence Jewish Community, Inc.”
After you sign up, your future purchases (minus
shipping, gift wrapping, etc.) automatically contribute .05 percent to the LJCC.
Just start your purchases at smile.amazon.com.
You don't have to do anything else special, and
there’s no cost to you.
Contact the LJCC office with any questions.

Page 5

LAWRENCE JEWISH COMMUNITY NEWS

Der Yiddisher Vinkel

Far vos Yiddish? Why Yiddish?
Jonathan Paretsky

At the request of a couple of JCC board members, I've been
wri ng this column for a couple of years now. They asked for a
column on Yiddish. Well, that's what they are ge@ng, but it's a
pre.y broad topic. Imagine if someone asked you to write a
column about the English language. On the one hand, you could
choose just about any topic you felt like discussing. On the other hand, you might wonder what the point of such a column
should be.

would become sen mental; Yiddish would become li.le more
than an object of curiosity and memories.. Trea ng the language that way amounts to tossing dirt on the coﬃn. The alterna ve that she proposed is using the language as a crea ve
force. As the sages said, "He who isn't busy being born is busy
dying."

An 1898 poem about the sweatshops began: Oy, kalt un ﬁnster
iz di shop. . . . mayn hartz iz shvakh, ikh krekhts un hust, es
heybt zikh koym mayn kranke brust. "Oh, cold and dark is the
shop! . . . My heart is weak, I groan and cough, my sick breast
barely heaves." Not terribly funny. But it probably captures
much more the ﬂavor of American Yiddish of the me than are
the li.le wi.y sayings that we now tend to associate with the
language. Yiddish wasn't quirky and funny; it communicated all
the things that a language tells: happiness and sorrow and fear
and comedy and poli cal agendas and lots and lots of boring
every-dayness.

An elderly woman on a Tel Aviv bus was scolding a li.le boy,
perhaps her grandson, in Yiddish. Another passenger interrupted her, saying, "Excuse me, but why are you speaking to him in
Yiddish and not Hebrew?" The older woman replied, "Because I
don't want him to forget he's Jewish."

But if you take away sen mentality, then what reason does a
modern American Jew have for being interested in Yiddish? (I
I ﬁnd myself wondering why some of us have such a fascina on mean, of course, those of for whom Yiddish is not our everyday
with the mume-loshn. I can't answer that ques on even for language. There certainly are "na ve" Yiddish speakers in
myself, and I wonder what kind of answer you may have.
America and even in Lawrence, and there certainly are new
Joan Rivers, in a Time magazine interview, men oned that her books coming out every year addressing that audience.)
daughter laughed whenever someone spoke to her in Yiddish.
The daughter explained that, even though she didn't under- Sure, you can learn it as a scholar, study it the way middle
stand Yiddish, she knew that whenever someone said some- school students study Caesar's Bellum Gallicum. But I doubt
thing in Yiddish it was supposed to be funny.
that's what the readers of this column are looking for. But what
are we looking for? A link to what I.J. Singer called "A World
So is that why we are interested in Yiddish? Because it's the That Is No More"? I doubt that any of us really want to live in a
language of jokes and borscht-belt comedians? But that ignores Ukrainian shtetl or a Brooklyn slum tenement. But a vision of
the fact that Yiddish really was, in its prime, just a language. It Yiddish as an idiosyncra c, funny language may help us so,en
was the language in which people argued with each other or the sharp, jagged edges of our history.
told each other about their day's ac vi es. It was also the lan- What do you think? What is it about this language that speaks
guage that thousands spoke during pogroms and interna onal to you? Maybe it will have something to do with the story that
scale murder.
Leo Rosten repeated:

Last week, a board member suggested that we have a Yiddish
group that meets once a month or so. Are any of you interested? If you are, what would you want the focus to be? Language
acquisi on? Reading poetry? Reading Yiddish literature in
transla on? If what you want to do is shmuz in Yiddish, I assure
you there are others in town who would be be.er group leadIt was certainly a great literary language. You know Sholem
ers than I, such as, perhaps, Rabbi Zalman. I make no promises,
Aleichem, I.B. Singer, perhaps Mendele Moykher Sforim, but
but let me know, directly or through Marty, if you think you
there were tens of thousands of poets and playwrights and
would par cipate in some group Yiddish therapy.
historians and novelists. But is that why we children of America
read a column about a Germanic language of Eastern Europe?
Anita Norich wrote an essay about American Yiddish during and
a,er the Shoah. She expressed the concern that Yiddish was
becoming a morgue. It would be the language of dead ancestors and reﬂect a lost culture; it would become a place of consola on instead of crea on, a "yortsayt kultur" focused on
death, not on life. The interest in the language, she feared,
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Miranda Brim

The LJCC has recently been the loca on for baking challah for Challah for Hunger, a na onal
organiza on which began at the University of Kansas in fall of 2016 by three ambi ous students
wan ng to make a diﬀerence. KU Hillel has been our partner through this whole process, and
has helped to make this dream a possibility. This organiza on works with 20+ students biweekly
to help make an average of 60-80 challahs. These challahs are then sold through several preorder systems for three dollars each. Challahs are made in both plain and chocolate each week,
in addi on to a fun ﬂavor of this week. This can include anything from cinnamon sugar with
fros ng, to colored orange for halloween, etc. The money made from theses bakes is in then
donated to Mazon, and Just Food. Mazon is a na onal organiza on dedicated to ending hunger.
Just Food is a local organiza on that helps ﬁght food insecurity on the University's campus, as
well as in the greater Lawrence community. About $200 is raised from each week, adding to around $1000 per semester here on campus. We are very lucky to have supports such as Hillel, the University, and the Lawrence Jewish
Community Congrega on to be our partners. They have all made this organiza on thrive to new heights and make it
accessible for more students to be involved.

The Comics Corner

Jonathan Paretsky

Last newsle.er we featured a super-heroine whose contemporary version is revealed to be Jewish. This
me, we pay a similar visit to Ben Grimm, be.er known as The Thing (one of the Fantas c Four). He was
created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, both of whom were Jewish, but in his early days no men on was made
of Ben's religion. Nowadays he is explicitly Jewish. Here, he belatedly celebrates his bar mitzvah.
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L’dor V’dor
Society

LJCC Board Report
The LJCC Board met on Sunday, January 27 at 9:30am.
Items discussed included:
♦
♦

♦

Plans to build a Quiktrip at the location behind the LJCC
Cemetery oversight: Neil Shanberg is stepping down from his position on
the Cemetery Committee. There is a need for someone to step in who
can assist with making contacts and someone who can be trained in
marking graves.
There are several people who have yet to choose the site of the cemetery plots they have reserved. This needs to be taken care of as soon as
possible.

♦

Funds were approved for raising markers at the cemetery.

♦

Declining use of building by outside groups on Shabbat.

♦

Request for security system enhancements.

♦

Religious School excited about new semester. Several new families are
involved. Grant request has been sent to Flo Harris Foundation.

♦

Plans for 2nd Night Passover Seder on April 20 underway.

♦

Succession planning for 2019-20 Board

The next meeting of the LJCC Board will take place on Sunday, Feb. 17.
Questions about board activity may be addressed to any board member.
LJCC Board

JCW

Herman & Louise Leon
Robert Einstein (deceased)
Susan Elkins &
Jack Winerock
Anita Herzfeld
Frances & Floyd Horowitz
Dinah Lovitch
Judith Roitman
Beverly & Howard
Rosenfeld
Leni & Neil Salkind
Artie Shaw
John W. Hoopes &
Lauren Mattleman Hoopes
David & Sharyn Brooks
Katzman

The L’Dor V’dor Society is a
group of individuals who have
left property or funds to the
LJCC in their estate plans. This
Society is open to everyone,
and the only requirement is to
let the Treasurer know that
you have mentioned the LJCC in
your estate plan. Exact details
of what is allocated are not
required, but the estate plan

President

Jordan Yochim

785-218-1310

jeyochim@gmail.com

Vice-President

Michael Hennecke

785-979-1166

Hennecke.ma@gmail.com

Treasurer

Martin Winkler

847-370-5125

winklma@comcast.net

Corresponding Secretary

Suzanne Sherr

785-842-2557

lasherr@sunflower.com

Past President

Jonathan Paretsky

785-832-8993

Paretskyj@kscourts.org

Members-at-Large

Pat Bates

785-842-0303

pbates48@gmail.com

John Hoopes

785-841-7636

hoopes@ku.edu

Leslie Newman

785-843-3388

lesliefnewman@yahoo.com

Cheryl Lester

785-841-7636

chlester@ku.edu

Jonathan Paretsky

785-832-8993

Paretskyj@kscourts.org

Greg Rudnick

785-542-9874

grudnick74@gmail.com

Erica Fox Zabusky

785-840-9611

efoxz@yahoo.com

JCW Board Representative

Shelley Skie

785-760-3448

Past President

Martha Taylor

785 841-3328

JCW Gift Shop

Herb Friedson

785-841-3328
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Return Service Requested

Interested in Membership at the Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation?
Members’ dues support Jewish life in Lawrence. We want to continue to offer religious services, including High Holiday
services; religious school; adult education; holiday celebrations; and lectures and social activities sought by our
membership.
Our dues are established by each member on the basis of his/her financial situation. For those able to conform to them, we
offer suggested guidelines, which are 1.5% of gross income. Single-parent families and new members for the first year are
1%. Associate Membership for those who live outside of Lawrence or pay dues to another congregation is $216 per year.
Contact the Treasurer, Martin Winkler, if you have questions or wish to explore alternative arrangements.
To become a member, please print the following information and send with your check to: LJCC, 917 Highland
Drive, Lawrence, KS 66044.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

PHONE

E-MAIL

ZIP

