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President’s Column

Remarks from the November 1st
Interfaith Vigil
Jordan Yochim

Lawrence Jewish
Community
Congregation

I’ve been asked by some to provide the text of my comments at the Interfaith
Vigil, held on November 1 at Plymouth Congrega onal Church, in honor of
those slain at the Tree of Life Synagogue, Pi$sburgh, PA. What follows is a
lightly edited version.

www.LawrenceJCC.org

Thank you Peter (Luckey), members of Plymouth Congrega onal for opening
your home to us. And thank you to my fellow planning commi$ee members
for your eﬀorts and support.

(785) 841-7636
ljcc@sunflower.com

I am life-long resident of Lawrence. As Peter noted, I currently serve as president of the LJCC, not by virtue of any par cular skills or characteris cs that
make me well qualiﬁed for the role. I'm certainly not a rabbi nor even especially knowledgeable about Judaism. I didn’t have much formal religious
schooling; I don’t really know much Hebrew. It is simply that ours is a small
congrega on, and prac cally everyone else has served as president so it was
my turn. I tell you all this so perhaps you'll forgive me if I fall short in expressing the thoughts, feelings and sincere gra tude of my small part or our Lawrence community.
Our mes seem to be growing darker. Families and members of the congrega on in Pi$sburgh are moving through the Jewish rituals of burial and
mourning as Jews have done for centuries. These are not unlike the ways
families and friends of vic ms from churches, mosques, night- Cont. on pg. 3

Celebrate Hanukkah
with your LJCC friends
and family with menorah
lighting, song,
dreidels and a Dinner of
Salmon, Latkes & Potluck!

LJCC
Community
Hanukkah
Celebration!
Sunday, December 2
6:15pm

For the Potluck:
If your last name
begins with
A-L, please bring a side
dish, salad or dessert,
M - Z, a main dish.
(No meat products,
please; dairy only).
Donations gratefully accepted to help
defray food costs

917 Highland Drive
Lawrence, KS 66044

Office Hours:
10am-4pm M-F
Board President
Jordan Yochim
Office Manager
Marty Stemmerman
Outreach Coordinator
Steve Hurst

Shabbat
Service Times
Friday, Nov. 30
7:00pm
with Bridey Stangler
Saturday, Dec. 8
10:30am
Shabbat
Torah Service
with Carrie Caine &
Sam Brody
Friday, Dec. 14
7:00pm
TBA
Friday, Dec. 21
7:00pm
TBA
Friday, Dec. 28
7:00pm
TBA

All are Welcome!

CALENDAR
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December Calendar
Sunday, Dec. 2

Saturday, Dec. 8

4:30pm

Community Menorah
Lighting at the
Lawrence Public
Library

6:15pm

LJCC Hanukkah
Celebration!

9:30am

LJCC Religious
School

10:30am

Shabbat Torah Service with Sam Brody
& Carrie Caine
Potluck Kiddush
luncheon follows
service

5:00pm

Wise Aging Group

7:30pm

Adult Education with
Rabbi Mark Levin

Friday, Dec. 14

7:00pm

Shabbat Service

Sunday, Dec. 16

9:30am

LJCC Board Meeting

Friday, Dec. 21

7:00pm

Shabbat Service TBA

Thursday, Dec. 13

LJCC offices closed

Mon. Dec. 24Tues. Dec. 25
Thursday, Dec. 28

12:30pm

LJCC serves LINK

Friday, Dec. 29

7:00pm

Shabbat Service TBA

A note from Carrie Caine…
I never imagined myself as someone who could lead
services, and now it is one of the most meaningful
and substantive parts of my prayer practice. If you
are interested in contributing to the community by
helping to lead services, or parts of services, please
write me, Carrie Caine, at caine.carolyn@gmail.com.
caine.carolyn@gmail.com.
We are planning a brief workshop on leading services
for January. Thanks!

Yahrzeit
Samuel Hurwitz
Murray Joel Pollack
Regina Rothenberg

December 3, 1966
December 5, 2008
December 8, 2017

Charles Benjamin
Yosef ben Sarah v'Michael
Sally Lieberman
Max Levine
Toby Ellen Robbins
Hilary M. Lewis
Robert Frost
Fred Litwin
Judith Bleicher
Wade Scott King
Sylvia P. Hurwitz
Joe Paretsky
June Fautin
Louis Shawl
Thelma Frost
Howard Hurwitz
Adam Lombardo
Steve Chaskelson
Clifton Kunde
Beatrice Mattleman
Edward Winkler
Dale Kline

December 13, 2010
December 15, 2015
December 16, 1991
December 17, 2016
December 18, 2009
December 19, 2015
December 21, 1984
December 21, 2013
December 21, 2015
December 22, 1965
December 23, 1974
December 23, 1980
December 23, 1998
December 23, 2004
December 23, 2015
December 24, 1980
December 26, 2017
December 27, 2011
December 27, 2015
December 28, 2010
December 29, 2008

Mi Shebeirach
Chloe Rombach
Daryl Cantor
Neil Brooks
Marc Frost

Cousin of Pat Bates
Cousin of Cheryl Lester
Nephew of Cheryl Lester
Brother of Heather Frost

Jim Schneider
Bob Schulman
Corinne Anderson
Lee Wright
Sharyn Katzman
Shirley Garfield
Herb Primrose
Terri Rosen
Jan Loux (loo)
Chaim Reuven
ben Dina
George Martin
Tara Deaver

Friend of Pat Bates

Dylan Ryan Dehncke

Cousin of Cheryl Lester
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President’s column… cont. from page 1
clubs, schools, movie theaters, concerts, homes have mourned. We have had too much to mourn.
We seem to be more divided from and angry or disgusted with our fellow ci zens. We are more isolated from the rest
of the world. And it all comes at us like never before – the bickering, insults, accusa ons, threats, all of it comes out in
social media. When I look at the constant drone of social media I think it must be a small glimpse into how G-d must
see and hear us – the deep, secret things in the hearts and minds of seven billion souls.
Hatred in our country seems resurgent, whether against Jews or Muslims, people of color, the LGBTQ communi es,
immigrants, even journalists. It will not be cured by bullets. Hatred is never cured by violence. We Jews have a great
deal of experience being the focus of the hatred of others. The hatred that mo vated the shoo ng in Pi$sburgh is
nearly as old as Judaism itself
And yet, we remain hopeful; I remain hopeful.
Why? Here’s where I have to apologize for my sparse educa on – I can only draw from a bit of my faith’s philosophy –
please bear with me.
The ﬁrst le$er of the Hebrew alphabet is the le$er Alef. Alef is a silent le$er – it takes on whatever vowel sound is associated with it (vowels in Hebrew are noted by marks made around the le$ers).
G-d’s name, the ﬁrst me it appears in the Torah, the Bible – the name, Elohim – begins with the le$er Alef. The ﬁrst
le$er of the name of the ﬁrst person created by G-d – Adam – is the le$er Alef. The name of the ﬁrst person to enter
into the covenant with G-d – Avram, Abraham – begins with the le$er Alef. The ﬁrst le$er of the ﬁrst word of the ﬁrst
of the Ten Commandments – Ani Adonai – “I am the Lord”…is the le$er Alef.
G-d, humanity, the covenantal rela onship between the two, and the founda ons of law governing that rela onship –
the spiritual and ethical structure of our world – are all introduced in the Torah by the le$er Alef. And the ﬁrst word of
the Torah itself? …it begins with the le$er Bet – Breshit…”In the beginning”. Bet is the second le$er of the Hebrew
alphabet
As you might expect from a faith as old as Judaism, we’ve had a lot of me in our hands – eventually this got no ced
and discussed by the rabbis, our teachers. Why aAer all these important introduc ons by the ﬁrst le$er of the alphabet, Alef, does the Torah begin with the second le$er, Bet? In fact, the Rabbis observed something even more compelling. The le$er Bet looks rather like a square with the leA side missing – a top, bo$om and right side. Hebrew is wri$en
from right to leA, so the le$er Bet – open on the leA – very literally boxes out everything to the right, or before it. The
en re Torah ﬂows out from the open leA side of the le$er Bet.
And before the le$er Bet, before the beginning of the story, is the le$er Alef – silence. Before the beginning is silence.
What a silence it must have been:

The silence before we had the law
The silence before we had a rela onship with God
The silence before the ﬁrst person
The silence before life
The silence before water and earth and light
The silence even before me
An all-encompassing absence
A silence that perhaps was unbearable even to G-d.
Cont. on pg. 5
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November Contributions
General Fund
Jill Kleinberg
In honor of Janice Friedman
Charles & Carol Jones
In memory of those who lost their lives at Tree of
Life in Pittsburgh
George & Beverly Wilson
Eunice Ruttinger
Kevin Kaufman, M.D.
Larry Bakerink
Mark & Stacie Eliades Becker
In honor of Charlotte's baby naming
Jill Kleinberg
In appreciation for the fantastic job Pat Bates did organizing the BB Silent Auction, along with the help of
Anne Schulman, Mireille Green, Suzanne Sherr, Suzy
Achleitner, Sharyn Katzmann,,Janice Friedman, Jessica
Kunen, and Ron Schneider.
Shirley and Goody Garfield* see also appreciation page 7
In memory of Neil Salkind after a second reading of his
Newsletter article on Gratitude.
Ken Lassman & Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg
In honor of Carrie Caine & Cheryl Lester for leading
such a beautiful shiva service for our family.
Adult Education
Suzanne Sherr

Adult Education
with
Rabbi Mark Levin
Thursday, December 13
7:30pm
Rabbi Levin is available for pastoral counseling
appointments on the Thursdays that he is here.
Email him at markhowardlevin@gmail.com
to schedule an appointment.

55th Annual Blintz Brunch a Huge Success—THANK YOU!
As the LJCC Community Outreach and Blintz Brunch Coordinator I am pleased to report that our 55th Annual Blintz
Brunch on November 4th was the biggest success ever! Our a$endance was es mated at 900 people and included a
diverse sample of our Greater Lawrence community!
While the exponen al increase in a$endance was due in part to the tragic shoo ng in Pi$sburgh, the tremendous
outpouring of support from our Lawrence neighbors and friends was quite moving and appreciated. The friendly
"Open House" atmosphere with people ea ng and "schmoozing" and shopping the Bake Sale and Ethnic Foods, Herb's
magniﬁcent GiA Shop and our wonderful Silent Auc on elicited praise from many of our a$endees.
I would like to especially thank our October Blintz Rolling experts, and all those many LJCC members who helped
with the early prepara on of our Spinach and Potato Blintzes. I would also like to thank those wonderful people who
helped me so much by volunteering for the various jobs for Blintz Brunch Day, including the kitchen staﬃng and servers, (A special thanks to the Holiday Family and BIGGS for the help with warming the blintzes), and all those who
served as waiters and runners. Behind the scenes, my pre-brunch Saturday Set Up and moving crew were fantas c.
The Kitchen Cleanup crew and movers who helped get everything set back in place - all were terriﬁc!
Special thanks go out to the amazing Pat Bates for taking the lead in gathering a group of Auc on Mavens to help
solicit, sort, price and set up the Auc on & new GiA Basket and Raﬄe “Game Plan”! Much gra tude to Ron Schneider
for pulling together mul ple donors of unique items!
Finally, thanks go to Dennis Rosen for his excep onal Management Plan and training and supervision of the Runners
and Waiters, and the table set-up design, which made for an extremely smooth-running Blintz Brunch day, despite the
huge crowd. And to Ron Schorr and Georgann Eglinski for their reless eﬀorts in both prepara on and follow-up. It’s
a team eﬀort, and we appreciate everyone’s contribu ons! We couldn’t have done it without you!
Steve Hurst, Community Outreach & Blintz Brunch Coordinator
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President’s column cont. from page 3
Upon a loss like that suﬀered in Pi$sburgh– when it seems that all we know about the world has been swept away, we
experience an immeasurably faint echo of that primordial silence reverbera ng down into our me from that distant
past, and even that small measure is hardly bearable to us.
But the Torah tells us something interes ng – out of that all-encompassing silence, G-d speaks. G-d says “Let there be
light”. Those ﬁrst words teach us a lot about our world. First, of course, that G-d is a crea ve force: G-d created light –
physical light, like that from our Sun and the stars in the universe, or a candle or light bulb or our phones, light by
which we see. We also learn that G-d simultaneously created the light of understanding. The Torah doesn’t say “G-d
created light”, rather the Torah says G-d spoke, G-d used words. So G-d meant for those words to be understood,
which means G-d intended for there to be intelligence in the world. And we learn that at the same me, G-d created
the light of jus ce. We know this because of the name of G-d ﬁrst used in the Torah – during this crea on – the name I
told you earlier – Elohim – is the name of G-d used to emphasize the divine a$ributes of crea on and jus ce.
With one u$erance – light, understanding, and jus ce were infused into the universe. By light we can see. When we
can see, we may understand. As we understand we are driven to seek jus ce.
S ll, that was a long me ago – 14 billion years by some reckonings – and so much has changed since then, why should
we have hope? The answer lies in what the Torah says happens next. But ﬁrst, a brief reminder – G-d exists outside of
me. Every moment in eternity is equidistant to G-d. So G-d is as close to Adam and Eve, as to Abraham as to Moses
as to Jesus as to Mohammed as to Buddha, as G-d is to us, you and me, right here and now, if we allow G-d to approach and come close. And G-d will be as close to our children and grandchildren and their children and so on.
So we understand that aAer saying “Let there be light” G-d’s assessment of crea on begins there in that distant past
but extends into the future, all the way to the end of me. And what did G-d see? G-d saw that it was good.
This is what has given us hope for 3000 years. And despite the darkness, gives me hope tonight.
I would like to read the names of those who died at the Tree of Life Congrega on in Pi$sburgh:

Joyce Feinberg, 75
Richard GoSried, 65
Rose Mallinger, 97
Jerry Rabinowitz, 66
Cecil Rosenthal, 59
David Rosenthal, 54
Bernice Simon, 84
Sylvan Simon, 86
Daniel Stein, 71
Melvin Wax, 88
Irving Younger, 69

On behalf of the Jewish community, thank you for being here, thank you for being in the light.
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Der Yiddisher Vinkel
Do you have mazel tov?
(Or vos iz ayer tsaykhn?)

Part 2
Jonathan Paretsky

Last month, we took a look at astrological terms for
heavenly bodies. This month, you can see what your sun
sign is.
Philip Krantz wrote many books about science, history, and
philosophy, seeking to make these subjects accessible by
the common Yiddish reader. Among these popular works
was Himel un erd: astronomye far'n folk, a 1918 introducon to astronomy "for the people." In one chapter, he
described the constella ons of the zodiac and explained
their scien ﬁc signiﬁcance (as "homes" to the moon, sun,
and planets, as well as markers of the seasons). The book is
available on line through the Na onal Yiddish Book Center:
h$ps://ia800303.us.archive.org/21/items/nybc209936/
nybc209936.pdf
He iden ﬁes the mazoles—the constella ons of the zodiac—by their Hebrew names, their La n names, and ﬁnally
by the Yiddish transla ons of the La n names.
Here are the signs in Yiddish:
Baran [ram] = Aries
Oks [ox] = Taurus
Tzviling [twin] = Gemini
Rak [crab] = Cancer
Leyv [lion] = Leo
Virginis = Virgo
Vogshol [scales] = Libra
Skorpyon = Scorpio
Feyl-un-boygen-shiser [arrowand-bow-shooter] = Sagi$arius
Bok [he-goat] = Capricorn
Vosser-treger [water-carrier] = Aquarius
Fish = Pisces
Ikh bin a skorpyon. Vos iz ayer tzaykhn? I am a Scorpio.
What is your sign?
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Religious “School”
News
Bridey Stangler

Here we are in December and it is indeed very diﬃcult to believe! This is the perfect opportunity to
drive home a few points.
1. Let’s Be Real: This Isn’t Really a School.
Once a month, the Jewish families of our community come together to share and learn and pray. But
this is a lot more about crea ng a Jewish lifestyle in
the home then it is about impar ng informa on to
our children. We only have one session a month we aim to make the parents the teachers.
2. We Need People Who Don’t Have Young Kids.
Just as many congregants are asking: where are the
kids? so families now wonder where everyone else
has gone. If we have created an impression of exclusivity, it was a regre$able mistake. We seek to
incorporate our children back into worship and the
fabric of the LJCC, NOT create a separate program
from the rest of the synagogue. Please know that
all members of the community are welcome and
warmly invited to all events!
3. Parents Have to Ask Pry About What
Their Kids Are Thinking.
Things are happening when kids go oﬀ to have their
own program during the Shabbat sessions. Ask
them about it. Use the parent handout as a guide.
Remember: everything we do is intended to con nue at home.
By now it's quite the cliche to say "it takes a village," but really. Truly. As our tradi ons diversify to
suit our own world views, it is more important than
ever that all of our community's elders are present
to guide, model, and impart. May this "school" be
an opportunity for the Joy of Judaism to be passed
l'dor va'dor, from genera on to genera on.
Happy Hanukkah to all,
Bridey Stangler
Religious School Coordinator
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Shirley & Goody Garfield
Express their
deep appreciation
for all who
boarded the meal train
on their behalf!

Many thanks to
Judy Green & all who have
provided meals
in the past few months.
If you’d like to be on the list of
people we can call for this
important mitzvah, please
contact Marty
in the LJCC oﬃce,
or Judy Green at
jwampr@sunﬂower.com.
LJCC Board

JCW

President

Jordan Yochim

785-218-1310

jeyochim@gmail.com

Vice-President

Michael Hennecke

785-979-1166

Hennecke.ma@gmail.com

Treasurer

Martin Winkler

847-370-5125

winklma@comcast.net

Corresponding Secretary

Suzanne Sherr

785-842-2557

lasherr@sunflower.com

Past President

Jonathan Paretsky

785-832-8993

Paretskyj@kscourts.org

Members-at-Large

Pat Bates

785-842-0303

pbates48@gmail.com

John Hoopes

785-841-7636

hoopes@ku.edu

Leslie Newman

785-843-3388

lesliefnewman@yahoo.com

Cheryl Lester

785-841-7636

chlester@ku.edu

Jonathan Paretsky

785-832-8993

Paretskyj@kscourts.org

Greg Rudnick

785-542-9874

grudnick74@gmail.com

Erica Fox Zabusky

785-840-9611

efoxz@yahoo.com

JCW Board Representative

Shelley Skie

785-760-3448

Past President

Martha Taylor

785 841-3328

JCW Gift Shop

Herb Friedson

785-841-3328

Lawrence Jewish
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917 Highland Drive
Lawrence, KS 66044
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Return Service Requested

Interested in Membership at the Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation?
Members’ dues support Jewish life in Lawrence. We want to continue to offer religious services, including High Holiday
services; religious school; adult education; holiday celebrations; and lectures and social activities sought by our
membership.
Our dues are established by each member on the basis of his/her financial situation. For those able to conform to them, we
offer suggested guidelines, which are 1.5% of gross income. Single-parent families and new members for the first year are
1%. Associate Membership for those who live outside of Lawrence or pay dues to another congregation is $216 per year.
Contact the Treasurer, Martin Winkler, if you have questions or wish to explore alternative arrangements.
To become a member, please print the following information and send with your check to: LJCC, 917 Highland
Drive, Lawrence, KS 66044.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

PHONE

E-MAIL

ZIP

