
      

Now that a dizzying series of holidays, social and cultural ac�vi�es, 

adult educa�on classes, Religious School events and classes, and a vari-

ety of Shabbat services, we can look back with pleasure and forward 

with op�mism. From our incredibly successful Evening of Opera and 

Song concert, our deligh#ul Community Seder, the Religious School 

Camp Hillel ac�vity, ongoing renova�on work in the sanctuary, plus 

services led by Cantor Ma�s, Family Service with Ben Schenberg, Shiray 

Shabbat, and volunteer service leaders, it is no wonder that so many of 

us are exhausted, although happily so. 

 

We will be holding our annual mee�ng Sunday, June 4. We will need to 

make many decisions in terms of 2017-18 budget, personnel, events 

for the coming year, and we will have reports from all the commi1ees. 

Please plan to be there. No�ces will go out soon to members who have 

paid their 2017 dues and have pledged for the 2018 fiscal year. 

 

As I was reading Krista Tippet’s Becoming Wise, I read a quota�on from 

Maria Popova’s internet publica�on Brain Pickings. I was struck by this 

quote:  
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“an inclusive and thriving center of Jewish spiritual, cultural and social life for the Lawrence area.” 
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Friday,  May 5Friday,  May 5Friday,  May 5Friday,  May 5    

7:30pm7:30pm7:30pm7:30pm    

With Cantor  

Benjamin Matis 
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LJCC ANNUAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 2017 
9:30am coffee & bagels 

Mee�ng begins at 10:00am 
 

Members who have paid or 

pledged toward the 2017-18 year 

will have vo�ng privileges. 

 

Childcare available with  

advance no�ce. 

President’s Message                            President’s Message                            President’s Message                            President’s Message                            Susan Elkins    

cont. on page 3 
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Yahrzeit 
  

Mi Shebeirach 

  

We are currently taking names of those in need of  healing for 
Mi    Shebeirach.  Names will be read during Friday’s Shabbat 
service, and will stay on the list for 4 weeks unless    otherwise 
requested.  Please let the office know by Friday at noon if you 
know of someone  you would like to be included on the Mi She-
beirach list.  

May Calendar 

  

Monday, May 1 1:00pm State of Kansas  

Holocaust  

Commemoration  

Service, Downtown 

Ramada, Topeka 

 

Friday, May 5 7:30pm Shabbat Services with 

Cantor Benjamin Matis 

Sunday, May 7 9:30am LJCC Board Meeting 

Thursday, May 11 7:30pm Adult Education with 

Rabbi Mark Levin 

Friday, May 12 6:00pm Community Shabbat 

Dinner at Oriental Bistro 

Friday, May 19 7:30pm Shabbat Service with 

Shiray Shabbat 

Sunday, May 21 9:30am LJCC Board Meeting 

Thursday, May 25 4:30pm Wise Aging group 

 7:30pm Adult Education with 

Rabbi Mark Levin 

Friday, May 26 7:00pm Family Shabbat Service 

with Ben Schenberg 

 

  

  

Appointments for counseling or pastoral visit requests  
with Rabbi Levin must be made 1 week in advance.   

Email  markhowardlevin@gmail.com . 

Lucy Cutler May 2, 2015 

Natalie Frost May 5, 1988 

Hal Ettinger May 7, 2009 

Ethel Esther Roitman May 8, 1989 

Harold  Hurst May 11, 2014 

Timothy Kliewer May 12, 2011 

Dorothy Rosenthal  May 14, 2006 

Lillian Bear Klotz May 21, 1934 

Samuel R. Raffelock May 26, 1967 

Mollie Leban May 26, 1979 

Alex Frost May 28, 2005 

Chloe Rombach Cousin of Pat Bates 

Daryl Cantor Cousin of Cheryl Lester 

Karen Klonsky Friend of Cheryl Lester 

Neil Brooks Nephew of Cheryl Lester 

Marc Frost Brother of Heather Frost 

Jim Schneider   

Randi Rose Daughter-in-law of Pat 

Bates 

Bob Schulman   

Katie Paine Friend of Katherine 

Berkowitz 

Stan Lombardo   

Maryann Dixon Mother-in-law of Rachel 

Cunning 

Mickey Allen Friend of David Berkowitz 

Nancy Roberts Friend of Judy Green 

Steve Rothenberg Brother of Lois Schneider 

Charlotte Fox Zabusky   

Norman J. Zabusky   

Herb Friedson  
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“I think a lot about the rela�onship between cynicism and 

hope. Cri�cal thinking without hope is cynicism. But hope with-

out cri�cal thinking is naiveté. I try to live in this place   be-

tween the two, to try to build a life there. Because finding fault 

and feeling helpless about improving our situa�on produces 

resigna�on, of which cynicism is a symptom, a sort of fu�le self

-protec�on mechanism.  

 

“But on the other hand, believing blindly that everything will 

work out just fine also      produces a kind of resigna�on, be-

cause we have no mo�ve to apply ourselves toward making 

things be%er. I think in order to survive, both as individuals and 

as a civiliza�on, but especially in order to thrive, we need to 

bridge cri�cal thinking with hope.” 

 

As we lurch into Spring--no gentleness in our weather extremes or 

pollen assaults—let us try to bridge our cri�cal thinking with vibrant 

hope. It will mean difficult decisions can be worked on together and 

may well inspire bursts of crea�ve ideas from all of us. 

 

Thank you again for all your support and enthusiasm this past year. 

As I pass on the reins to Jordan, I know you will be there for him, too. 

 

                       Susan 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Educa�on 
with  

Rabbi Mark Levin 
 

     

Thursday, May 11 7:30pm  

Jewish Burial 
In light of contemporary life: 
Crema�on, tradi�onal burial prac�ces 
 

 

Thursday, May 25 7:30pm  

Why do people  

o.en turn to religion  

at the end of their lives? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Educa�on with Rabbi Levin 

will resume in the fall! 
 

President’s column…  cont. from pg. 1 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 

General Fund 
Artie Shaw 

 In memory of Mary Rosenthal 

 In memory of Shirley Yochim 

Lois Schneider 

 In honor of Jack Winerock 

Ellen Jacobowitz 

 In honor of Susan Elkins 

 
Donation in Support of Concert Fundraiser  
Susan Levine 

Miles & Paula Schnaer 

 
Sanctuary Renovation Fund 
Liz Kundin & Neil Shanberg Family Fund  

(Advisors Charitable Gift Fund) 
Dennis & Terri Rosen 

Artie Shaw 

Judy Roitman & Stan Lombardo 

Suzanne Sherr 
 

We list donations received with the exception of dues or 

pledge payments.  If you would prefer not to have your 

donation listed, please let us know.   

 

 

 

Many thanks to the following people  

who have chosen to benefit the LJCC  

by purchasing cer�ficates this month: 
 

 

Don’t  Forget Don’t  Forget Don’t  Forget Don’t  Forget     

Grocery & GasGrocery & GasGrocery & GasGrocery & Gas    

Certificates!Certificates!Certificates!Certificates!    
 

Use These  

certificates  

just like cash  

and benefit  

the ljcc!   

 

Beverly Rosenfeld 

Rachel Cunning 

Heather Frost 

Russell Romine 

Terri Rosen 

Judy Roitman 

Goody Garfield 

Jan Stewart 

Susan Elkins 

Jane Live  

LJCC AnnouncementsLJCC AnnouncementsLJCC AnnouncementsLJCC Announcements    

JCW Annual Mee�ng  The Jewish Community Women invite our members to join us for 2017’s Annual 

Mee�ng at Oriental Bistro, Tuesday, May 9
th
 at 6pm. Our delicious meal and great conversa�on will       

include a rundown of the year’s ac�vi�es and a discussion about plans for the future.  The evening will be 

highlighted by Dr. John Younger, KU Professor of Classical Studies and Chair of the Jewish Studies Program. 

Dr. Younger will present his latest research and answer ques�ons. If you’d like to learn more about him and 

the fascina�ng interests he’ll share, please visit his professional interest page at h%p://www.people.ku.edu/

~jyounger/ .  Want to a9end, but not a member of the JCW? We’re always happy to welcome new mem-

bers and hope you’ll see this as an exci�ng opportunity to join our organiza�on. For ques�ons about the  

Annual Mee�ng, or to learn more about the JCW, please contact President, Terry Manies, at 785.550.7286.  
 

Jacob Flores Bar Mitzvah  Leslie Newman and Ruben Flores invite you to join them as their son, Jacob  

Daniel Flores, is called to the  Torah on Saturday, June 24 at 10:00am.  RSVP requested no later than June 

1st by emailing lesliefnewman@yahoo.com. 
 

Community Shabbat Dinner May 12 We will again gather together with friends and family for a Communi-

ty Shabbat Dinner at Oriental Bistro at 6:00pm on Friday, May 12.  Please contact Marty at 

ljcc@sunflower.com  or 841-7636 by Tuesday, May 9 to let her know you plan to a1end.   
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Adult Educa�on, Susan Elkins, David Berkowitz, Caryn Goldberg  
 

A1endance at the biweekly lecture series, using the 80-membership figure, was 36 individuals, or 45%. This is an 

amazing figure for such a small community. Of the 36 people who a1ended one or more lectures, 26 or 72% a1ended 

mul�ple lectures and many, all of them.  
 

Rabbi Levin also led a discussion group based on the Book, Wise Aging, which included 12 members, who met once a 

month for a li1le over 2 hours a session. A1endance was excellent, and the group has benefited enormously from this 

class.  
 

A quote from a par�cipant, “Rabbi Levin is an experienced and compassionate leader, who combines a wide 

knowledge base with an ability to communicate personal stories which resonate with us all. While the class members 

represent different ages, backgrounds and interests, Rabbi Levin sets a tone which helps all of us to learn from each 

other, the text, and his own presenta�ons.”  

 

Grocery/Gas Card Program  Heather Frost (785-312-0507 or heathergfrost@gmail.com) 
Facts about the current fiscal year:  

♦ 22 households have registered their Dillon’s Plus Shopper’s Card (vs 12 households last year). 

♦ 21 households have purchased grocery cards this year (and 21 households last year). 

♦ Total profit = $6500 

♦ Total to the LJCC from the grocery/gas card account = $8000 (most recently a check for $3000 in order to “pay the 

bills”). 
 

Facts that have not changed and that are not alterna�ve facts:   

If 50 households spend an average of $250 per month on cer�ficates the LJCC annual profit is $9000. If 50 house-

holds spend an average of $300 per month on cer�ficates the profit is $10,800. (This is roughly equivalent to the 

Blintz Brunch profit, and all we did was buy the groceries and gas we would be buying anyway. No buying, schlep-

ping or making blintzes necessary.)  
 

If geUng to the LJCC during office hours to get the cards is a problem, home delivery can be arranged or I’m happy 

to meet you at the center aVer hours. Let me know if there’s anything else I can do to make this easier. 

 

LINK  Terri Rosen, Shelley Skie 
 

The LJCC has been involved with LINK , the Lawrence Interdenomina�onal Nutri�on Kitchen since the incep�on of 

LINK 30 years ago. It provides meals in a comfortable social atmosphere for those in need.  Together with the First 

Regular Missionary Bap�st Church, we par�cipate on the fourth Thursday of each month (except  November, when 

we supply mashed potatoes for the community Thanksgiving dinner) at the First Chris�an Church, serving an average 

of 150 meals each �me. 

2015-16: Dona�ons: $1,393.77; Expenditures: $2,269.31; 61% 

2016-17: Dona�ons: $1,066.00; Expenditures: $2,228.53; 48%  (with a dona�on from JCW expected soon) 

As always, greater par�cipa�on would be welcome.  The regular use of VolunteerSpot by volunteers would allow      

coordinators to be1er an�cipate monthly needs for food or servers.  Remember: it is a double mitzvah to help LINK.  

By dona�ng cash, �me or food, donors not only benefit the Lawrence community but also receive large personal     

rewards!  

 

 

2016-17 LJCC Committee Reports 
Committee Reports have been abbreviated for newsletter publication.   

Watch for your Annual Meeting Packet later in the month to read the full reports. 

Committee reports cont. on pg. 6 
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Mitzvah Commi9ee  Judy Green 
 

The MITZVAH COMMITTEE is a joint venture between the LJCC and JCW. The mission of the commi1ee is to provide 

compassionate support to those that have suffered the loss of a family member or are recovering from an illness or 

accident. Members of the commi1ee provide cards, flowers, hospital and in-home visits, meals for the families and 

inclusion in the weekly Mi Shibeirach. 
 

Many thanks to Loraine Lindenbaum and Shirley Garfield for their fine leadership of this commi1ee for many years. 

The torch has been passed to Judy Green.  
 

If you know of someone in need of the services from the MITZVAH COMMITTEE, please contact Judy Green—

jwampr@sunflower.com, 785-842-8473, or the LJCC office—785-841-7636 or ljcc@sunflower.com. 

 

Ritual Commi9ee, Susan Elkins, Jack Winerock, Cheryl Lester, David Berkowitz, Erica Zabusky 
 

This past year, the Ritual Commi1ee organized High Holidays services, including Cantor Benjamin Ma�s for Rosh 

Hashanah first day, Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur; Rabbi Mark Levin for Kol Nidre sermon; and Jack Winerock and Erica 

Zabusky as service leaders second day of Rosh Hashanah. For first night, Cheryl Lester and Rachel Black and Shiray 

Shabbat led the upstairs and downstairs Rosh Hashanah services. 
 

We had many members who offered commentaries and talks, including David Katzman, volunteered for aliyahs and 

honors, and Jewish Community Women generously provided the Rosh Hashanah oneg. The Ritual Commi1ee helped 

organize all of these ac�vi�es. 
 

We also scheduled Shabbat services, including Cantor Ma�s, Shiray Shabbat, Family Service, and several of us led Shab-

bat services.  
 

The Commi1ee helped organize fes�val holidays, such as Chanukah, Purim, and Passover with the help of many indi-

viduals who prepared food, encouraged a1endance, provided set up and clean-up help, and made sure things ran 

smoothly. Nothing could be accomplished without these members, who include but are not limited to, Outreach Coor-

dinator Steve Hurst, Erica Zabusky, Mike Hennecke, and Jordan Yochim, to whom we are very grateful. 
 

 

Religious School  Rebecca Swinburne Romine 
 

In early May, the LJCC Religious School completed another successful year.  While enrollment was small, with 10 stu-

dents, the school had a strong team of teachers (all KU students), a solid curriculum, and a number of special events 

throughout the year.  This year, the Religious School was held from 9:30 – 11:30 am each Sunday.  Sessions start with a 

30-minute service and song session, led by KU sophomore Ben Schenberg.  This gave students the opportunity to learn 

key prayers and Jewish songs.  Services were followed by 90 minutes of instruc�on.  This ninety-minute instruc�onal 

component included Hebrew instruc�on, Jewish holidays, and Jewish customs and tradi�ons. 
 

Over the past year, three Religious School parents (Rebecca Swinburne Romine, Edie Klingler, and Leslie Newman) con-

�nued to direct and supervise Religious School ac�vi�es on a volunteer basis.  This effort has involved hiring teachers, 

working with teachers to plan curricular topics for each session, arranging special events, and maintaining an adult 

presence at the school each Sunday (in case of behavioral issues or medical emergencies).  While this volunteer ar-

rangement has worked well, it cannot con�nue indefinitely.   
 

Parents have recommended that in order for the LJCC Religious School to con�nue, the LJCC should consider hiring a 

Religious School Director on a part-�me basis.  Although enrollment is expected to be lower next year (with only seven 

children), the Director could assist with recruitment of new students, as well as supervise teachers, plan curriculum, 

arrange special ac�vi�es and maintain an adult presence at the school for safety and security. Recruitment efforts will 

be cri�cal; if addi�onal students do not enroll in the school, the long-term sustainability of the Religious School will be 

in jeopardy. 

2016-17 LJCC Committee Reports        cont. from page 5 
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LJCC Board President Susan Elkins 785 842-9948 selkins@ku.edu 

 Vice-President Jordan Yochim  jeyochim@gmail.com 

 Treasurer Martin Winkler 847-370-5125 winklma@comcast.net 

 Corresponding Secretary Suzanne Sherr 785-842-2557 lasherr@sunflower.com 

 Members-at-Large Pat Bates 785-842-0303 pbates48@gmail.com 

  Greg Rudnick 785-542-9874 grudnick74@gmail.com 

  Russell Romine 785-766-8553  swinro@gmail.com  

  Erica Fox Zabusky 785-840-9611 efoxz@yahoo.com 

 JCW Board Representative  Shelley Skie 785-760-3448  

JCW Board President Terry Manies 785-550-7286 tfing3705@gmail.com 

 
Vice President Sharyn Brooks Katzman 785-843-0410 sharynkatzman@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer Shelley Skie 785-760-3448  

 
Past President Martha Taylor 785 841-3328  

 
Recording Secretary Terry Manies 785-550-7286 tfing3705@gmail.com 

 
Outreach Coordinators Beth Bey 785-843-0569 iLOvemy2kidz@aol.com 

 
 Arlene Slocum 907-374-0953 slocarl27@gmail.com 

 JCW Gift Shop  Herb Friedson 785-841-3328  

 Past President Jonathan Paretsky 785-832-8993 Paretskyj@kscourts.org 

Members of the Lawrence Jewish Community, 
 

     Here’s a sneak peek at the 2017-18 budget proposal the board will present to you at our next annual meeting 
(Sunday, June 4). All the details will be presented in the annual meeting packet and will be discussed with you at the 
meeting, but for now, here’s an overview of what we, the board, propose. 
     We’d like you, the community, to consider the overall budget as two sets of numbers. The first set we’re calling the 
base budget. It includes all the things the LJC must do to operate including physical costs such as utilities, 
telephone and internet, building and grounds upkeep, etc.; program costs such as the Sunday School, Shabbat and 
holiday services, etc.; and people costs – namely our excellent office manager, a religious school director, and contract 
accounting and cleaning services, etc. 
     The second set of numbers we’re calling budget enhancements to our base budget. We’re proposing three           
enhancements for the coming year, all of them continuations from this year: adult education, a community outreach  
coordinator, and cantorial support. 
 

The proposed budget looks like this: 
 

 
 

As you see, there is both a small operating deficit and, should the community adopt all three proposed enhancements, 
a larger overall deficit to be addressed in the coming year. But because these enhancements have been met with over-
whelming support this year – such that some funds for them have already been contributed/raised for next year – we 
believe that together as a community we can address the deficit and enjoy another active and prosperous year. 
 

 

We look forward to discussing these matters with the community at the Annual Meeting. I hope to see you there! 

Base Budget Dues & Income Expense Balance 

  LJC Operations 126,500 128,000 -1,500 

Budget Enhancements       

  Adult Education 6,000 12,000 -6,000 

  Cantorial Services 3,000 7,000 -4,000 

  Community Outreach position   22,500 -22,500 

TOTAL 135,500 169,500 -34,000 

Important Message from LJCC Vice President                                                      Jordan Yochim 
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Interested in Membership at the Lawrence Jewish Community Congregation?   
Members’ dues support Jewish life in Lawrence. We want to continue to offer religious services, including High Holiday 
services; religious school; adult education; holiday celebrations; and lectures and social activities sought by our 
membership.  
 

Our dues are established by each member on the basis of his/her financial situation.  For those able to conform to them, we 
offer  suggested guidelines, which are 1.5% of gross income. Single-parent families and new members for the first year are 
1%. Associate Membership for those who live outside of Lawrence or pay dues to another congregation is $216 per year. 
 

 

Contact the Treasurer, Martin Winkler, if you have questions or wish to explore alternative arrangements. 
To become a member, please print the following information and send with your check to: LJCC, 917 Highland 

Drive, Lawrence, KS 66044. 

 

 

NAME 

 

ADDRESS 

 

 

CITY       STATE   ZIP 

 

 

PHONE      E-MAIL 


